Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



t 



EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 



CATECHISM; 



OE, 



CLASS-BOOK OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, 

DESIGNED FOR CATECHUMENS, 

FOB THl 

HIGHSB CLASSES IN SABBATH-SCHOOLS, 

IHD VOm VBM 

LAITY IN GENEBAL. 
^ S. S. ^3HMUCKER, D.D., 

JBiMrMitf JVo/etfor of CkriMan Tkeologift in Tkedlogiedl Strnktary, 

BALTIMORE: 

T. NEWTON KURTZ, 

No. 151 W. PBATT STBBBT. 
GBTTYSBURa, PENNA. : A. D. BUBHLBR. 

PHILADELPHIA: LUTHERAN BOARD OF FUBLIOATIOH, 

No. 42 NOBTH NINTH STRSBT. 

1871. 



Entered, according to Act of Ctongreas, in the year 1871, by 

8. 8. SGHMUOKER, 

in the OlBce of the Librarian of Ctongrese at Washington. 



/ry/ 



PREFACE TO THE TENTH EDITION. 



ONE of the most important duties of the Christian 
pastor is undoubtedly that of preparing all the 
baptized members of his church, and all omer per- 
sons properly within the reach of' his influence, for 
the solemn duty of making a public profession of re- 
ligion, and a worthy approach to the table of the 
Lord. In the instruction of children in the family, 
and in the Sabbath-school, the elements of Chris- 
tian truth and duty are taught by means of a smaller 
catechism, such as that of Luther. But in the dif- 
ferent Lutheran countries of Europe, as well as 
in many churches in America, larger catechisms, 
adapted to more developed minds, are employed to 
prejJare catechumens for confirmation. It was in 
order to furnish a suitable work of this kind, more 
copious in matter and systematic in arrangement, 
that the author was induced to undertake the pre- 
sent work. In executing it, his aim has been to take 
the pupil by the hand, and, in familiar language, to 
conduct him through a popular course of religious 
truth; teaching him his lost condition by nature 
and practice, and persuading him to an entire sur- 
render of his heart to the Saviour, as his only hope. 
In short, the object of the writer in composing this 
catechism was the same as that at which every faith- 
ful minister aims in his course of catechetical in- 
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IV PBEPAOE» 

struction, — the conversion, edification, and salvation 
of his pupils. 

But a catechism or class-boo'k of religious instruc- 
tion of such a size is too large to be committed to 
memory as a whole. It should be attentively read 
and reflected on, and the svhstance of it be repeated 
by the pupil in answer to the questions read by the 
jnihister, after the manner of recitations in the Bible- 
class. For, in. this instruction, it is of the utmost 
importance that the pupil should devote less time to 
committing to memory particular words, than to the 
effort rightly to understand the truths inculcated, 
and to apply them to his own heart. 

Another object of the author in the preparation of 
this catechism or class-book, was to make the work 
of catechization more easy and edifying, both to the 
pastor and pupils : as it has been found to do, by 
those who used it in the manner here recommended. 

This class-book has also found many friends 
among intelligent laymen, on account of the large 
amount of interesting and important matter con- 
tained in it. 

It may also form a shorter catechism for Sabbath- 
schools, if the teacher will direct the attention of his 
pupils to the select portions^ distinctly indicated on 
page 8. These constitute only fifteen pages, exclu- 
sive of Scripture proofs, and may properly be com- 
mitted to memory in short lessons by the Sabbath- 
scholurs, and be used by parents in family instruc- 
tion. 

In a course of instruction for eorifirmoMony an ex- 
cellent method is the following : 

1. The pastor may divide the entire series of ques- 
tions, beginning at § II., into as many parts as he 
expects to hold meetings, and assign one portion for 
each meeting. The pupils should not attempt to 
memorize the answers verbatim, but should atten- 
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tivdy read and prayerfully reflect on them, and when 
questioned, answer in their own words, as in Bible 
lessons. 

2. The pastor should make the same portion of 
the catediism the subject of premeditation for the 
day. He should first address one question by name 
to each of those pupils whom he deems best qualified 
to answer, in order to encourage the others, and 
on subsequent days, pass questions regularly along 
the pupils, as they may be seated. He may explain 
the subject of each question after the answer is re- 
cited, or may reserve his explanations until all the 
questions have been answered by the pupils; and 
then give them in the form of a paraphrase of the 
whole lesson, or in a separate lecture. 

3. In either cas^, he should himself repeat aloud 
the answer to each question as he comments on it, in 
doing which he will find additional materials for re- 
mark by casting his eyes on the connected Scripture 
proofs in the margin. 

4. The Introduction might be taken up last, if 
sufficient time remains, after the great subjects of 
doctrine, experience, and duty have been fully dis- 
cussed, and the pupil led to the Saviour. 

Finally, the writer would venture one suggestion 
more. He feels deeply convinced that the happiest 
results would be witnessed, if ministers, who preach 
twice a Sabbath to the same people, would adopt 
something like ihe following practice : 

(a) Once a month the minister should omit the 
second service of the Sabbath, and spend an hour in 
the afternoon in public catechization of the Sabbath 
scholars and of all other young communing mem- 
bers, beginning and closing with singing and prayer. 
To attend to catechization after preaching, is too 
fatiguing both to the minister and children ; and 
makes the catechetical exercise appear of secondary 
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importance. The older pupils, together with others 
who inay unite, shotild form <m6 clasa, and the 
younger scholars be mere listeners. 

(6) At these meetings, parents and all others should 
be invited to attend. The young should be encour- 
aged to take part as members of the class, till they 
are of age, and prepared to take their places among 
the acting members of the church. Experience 
proves these exercises to be as profitable to the old 
as to the young ; whilst they are more popular than 
sermons, and cherish in all a love to the Church. 

(c) The minister should question the class on such 
part of the catechism as he had assigned at the pre- 
vious meeting, and make comments either on each 
question as it is passed over, or at the close of the 
whole exercise, he should deliver his remarks on the 
entire portion. The former method has the advan- 
tage of being easier for the minister, as well as better 
adapted to keep up the attention of the children, and 
of the auditors in general. Sometimes he might 
address the question to an individual pupil by name, 
and at others permit any pupil to answer. 

(d) As the catechism, where this system is adopted, 
has been used in the Sabbath-school, the pupils have 
already become familiar with it, and can enter more 
deeply into the doctrines, experience, and duties ex- 
plained, and take more pleasure in attending these 
meetings. 

(e) After the pupil has repeated an answer, espe- 
cially when timidly done and in a low voice, or not 
correctly, the minister also should repeat it aloud, 
so that all can hear ; for in order that all may be 
benefited, all must hear. And even when he re- 
serves his principal remarks to the close of the entire 
exercise, he ought, as he repeats each answer, to add 
a few words of confirmation or explanation. 

(/) The utmost simplicity of matter and manner 
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should be aimed at, that the timid may not be em- 
barrassed, and that all may feel at ease. Ministers 
should also seek to gain the affection and confidence • 
of their children,, should notice them when they 
meet them elsewhere, cultivate a personal acquaint- 
ance with them in the week, and take delight in 
teaching them. 

If the minister prefers it, he may call on the Su- 
perintendent of the Sabbath-school to open the meet- 
ing in the usual way, and then he should occupy all 
the time himself in the cateohetical exercise above 
described. 

(g) In the elucidation of the answers, the minister 
should study variety ; and for this purpose cast his 
eye on the proof-texts before him in the margin, 
which were selected with the utmost care, and will 
furnish new and abundant materials for his remarks. 
By this course the congregation will become well m- 
doetrinated, be proof against the extravagances and 
errors of the age, and be an active, devoted Church 
of Christ. Such an early religious training will, 
moreover, bv the Divine blessing, save the rising 
generation from the corruptions of the world, make 
them affectionate, obedient, and iaithful children, 
and prepare them for being zealous and active dis- 
ciples of the Lord. 

With these remarks, we commend this little vol- 
ume to the blessing of God and the favor of the ' 
Church ; and close with the earnest prayer that it 
may prove instrumental in the salvation of many 
tsouls. 

S. S. SCHMUCKER. 

GiTTTSBVBO, Oetohtr 31, 1871. 
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Q. 1. Wh^ IS a Catechtsm f 

A. The word signifies a book of elementary in- 
stractioQ in question and answer; and a religions 
Catechism is such an abstract of Christian doctrine, 
experience, and duty. Of this kind is the Catechism 
of Luther, as well as many others, which have been 
used in the church in Europe and America. 

Q. 2. For what ^purposes are CcUechisms employed f 
A. Some, of a more simple character, are used to 
teach children the first principles of our holy religion, 
and others to prepare those of riper years, for the 
solemn duty of Confirmation, that is, for a pnblio 
profession of religion. 

Q, 3. What do you understand by the term Religion f 
A, The word religion is sometimes used to desig- 
nate any particular system of doctrines and mode of 
worship ; and at others, to signify the belief of some 
such system, and the practice of the duties enjoined 
by it. 

§♦ 4. How many principal religions^ in the former 
sense of the wordy are supposed to exist in the world ? 

A, Four: the Heathen, the Mohammedan, the 
Jewish, and the Christian. 

Q. 5. Wha;t is the nature of the Heathen religion f 

A, Heathenism is the religion of that portion of 

our fallen race, who have not enjoyed the light of 

revelation ; bnt being left to the uncertain guidance 

of reason and their depraved appetites, have degen- 
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12 INTRODTJOnON. 

erated into the practice of gross superstition, vice 
and idolatry. 

Q. 6. Is the number of pro/eised Beathena large f 
A. Two thirds of the human family are yet in- 
veloped in Heathenism, especially the inhabitants of 
Asia and Africa. Their number is estimated at about 
five hundred and thirty ndUions. 

Q, 7. Whai are the principles of Mohammedjlnism ? 

A. Mohammedanism is that system of religion first 
taught by M^^^^^i^^d the, false prophet, aboiit the 
year A. D. 609, and is found in the Koran. It em- 
braces some truths derived from the Old and New 
Testaments, mingled with much Pagan error. 

Q. 8. What are its principal tenets f 

A, It denies the Trinity, receives Moses and Jesus 
Christ as prophets sent by God, though inferior to 
Mohamnlied, and teaches fatalism ; whilst it enjoins 
prayer, fasting, washings, alms, circumcision, poly- 
gamy, and a pilgrimage to Mecca, as the certain 
means of attaining heaven, which is supposed to con- 
sist in sensual enjoyments. 

Q. 9. How extensively does this erroneoits system pre- 

A. Its adherents are estimated at one hundred and 
fifty millions^ who are found chiefly in Arabia, 
Turkey, Tartary, Syria, Persia, and some other parts 
of Asia, and in Africa. 

Q, 10. What is the Jewish religion ? 

A, Judaism is the religion of the descendants of 
Abraham, who receive the Old Testament with more 
or less fidelity, and observe its rites and worship 
as far as their scattered condition allows ; but they 
reject the New Testament, and with it, Jesus of 
Nazareth, as the promised Messiah. 

§.11. Tn what countries are the Jews atpresent/oimdf^ 
A. On account of their rejection of the Savior^' 
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they are scattered over Europe, Asia, Africa and 
America ; and, as ancient prophets foretold, have be- 
come a proverb and a byword among all nations. 
They have no civil government on the face of the 
earth, and number about live millions, nine hundred 
thousand. 

Q, 12. What u the Christian religion? 

A, Christianity is that system of religion taught 
by our blessed Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
recorded in the New Testament. Christians receive 
both the Old and New Testament as the inspired 
word of God, and Je&us of Nazareth, as the incarnate 
Sou of God, apd only Savior 'of men. 

Q. 13. How extensively has the divine religion of the 
Savior been disseminated amongst men f 

A, The number of Christians is estimated at about 
three hundred and forty-five millions, who occupy the 
whol^ of Europe, the greater part of America, and 
large portions of Asia and Africa. 

Q. 14. What has been the progressive increase of 
Christians J since the Savior fird published his Gospel? 

A, After the first few centuries, the progress of 
Christianity was greatly retarded by the corruptions 
of Popery, but since the Reformation it has extended 
much more rapidly ; 6o that, especially in view of the 
extraordinary outpourings of the Holy Spirit in the 
latter days, foretold by the prophets, we may confi- 
dently anticipate the glorious and universal triumph 
of Qur holy religion. The approximate numbers in 
different centuries have been rated as follows : 

First century, there were five hundred thousand 
Christians. Second century, two millions. Third cen- 
tury, five millions. 

■Fifth century, there were fifteen millions. 

Tenth century, there were fifty millions. 

fifteenth century, there were one hundred millions. 

Eighteenth century, there were two hundred mil- 
lions. 

2 



14 INTRODUCTION. 

Nineteentli century, there were three hupdred and 
forty millions. 

Q. 15. How is the Christian church at present di- 
vided f 

A. Into the Protestant, the Latin or Roman, and 
the Greek churches. 

Q. 16. What are the leading tenets of the Gbeek 
church ? 

A. She adheres to the fundamental doctrines of 
the gospel, although in the progress of ages, she has 
fallen into different errorp> and gross superstitions. 

Q. 17. Wliat are her principal errors? 

A. She denies that the Holy Ghost proceeds from 
the Son as well as from the Father, and believes in 
transubstantiation, the invocation of saints, and of the 
virgin Mary, in seven sacraments, etc. 

Q. 18. What is her form of Government? 

A. She rejects the authority of the pope of Rome ; 
but acknowledges several ministerial gradations, viz. : 
priests, bishops, archbishops and patriarchs. 

Q. 19. In what countries has the Greek church prind' 
paltj/ prevailed f 

A, In Greece, and those oriental portions of the 
ancient Roman empire, where the Greek language 
was spoken, and in later ages also in Russia. Her 
population is estimated at sixty millions. 

Q. 20. What do you understand hy the Latin, Papal, 
or KoMisH church f 

A, That portion of the church of Christ, which 
acknowledges the pope of Rome as its head, whilst, 
amid many errors and superstitions, it also retains the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. 

Q. 21. Wliere does this church principally prevail f 

A, She is found in the western portions of the 

ancient Roman empire, including Italy, Austria, 

France, Spain, Portugal, and in some portions of 

isia and America. Her population is rated at one 

nndred and fifty millions. 
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Q, 22. WhcU are the chief corruptions of this church f 
A, The Romish church holds the following errors, 
viz. : The infallibility and supremacy of the pope, 
belief of the Apocrypha and unwritten traditions aS* 
of equal authority with the word of God, transnb- 
stantiation, seven sacraments, the meritorious or 
justifying nature of good works, celibacy of the 
priests, purgatory, the invocation of saints and of the 
virgin Mary, as intercessors between us and God, and 
also of late her immaculate conception. 

Q, 23. What is the Protestant church? 

A. It is that body of Christians, who in the six- 
teenth century and since, rejected the authority of the 
pope, together with all the aforenamed superstitious 
doctrines and rites, which defaced the Romish church, 
and who restored Christianity to its primitive purity 
and scriptural form. 

Q. 24. Where does the Protestant church principally 
prevail f 

A, In Northern Germany, England, Scotland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, Norway and the United States. Some 
Protestants are also found in Asia and Africa, and 
their entire number is estimated at about eighty-one 
millions. 

Q, 25. How is the Protestant church organized f 
A, Into several denominations, or branches, based 
on differences in unessential points of doctrine, gov- 
ernment, or mode of worship, — such as the Lutheran, 
the Presbyterian, the Episcopal, the German Reform- 
ed, the Methodist, the Baptist, and other churches. 

(J. 26. Do these several denominations all "belong to the 
true church of Christ f 

A, These, as well as all other denominations and 
independent churches, of Evangelical character, be- 
long to the visible church ; and the true believers in 
them all, constitute together the one, true, spiritual, 
invisible chur6h of Christ on earth. 
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Q. 27. What was the origin of the name Prot^avt f 
A, It was first applied to the German princes, be- 
cause, at the Diet of Spire in 1529, they protested 
against the decree, which withdrew the right conceded 
to them three years before, to regulate their own ec- 
clesiastical affairs as they saw fit until the meeting of 
a general council, and demanded implicit submission 
to the pope, and a return to the doctrines and rites 
of th€ Romish church. The term has since been ap- 
plied to all churches which are unconnected with that 
of Rome, and reject her errors and corruptions. 

Q. 28. Under what circumstances did a portion of the 
chv/rch of Christ acquire the name Lutheran f 

A, It was first given in derision to the followers 
oi Martin Luther ^ who, in A.D. 151? began to pro- 
test against the corruptions of Rome , and who was 
the most distinguished instrument in the hands of 
Providence in effecting the great Reformation of the 
sixteenth century, and founding the Protestant church 
iu Germany. 

Q. 29. Why did this church originaMj/ adppt the name 
Evangelical f 

A. To show her rejection of all unscriptural human 
traditions, as well as her adherence to the pure evan- 
gelical or gospel doctrines, and to the Scriptures in 
general, as the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice. 

Q. 30. In what comUries has the Lutheran branch qf 
the chv/rch of Christ been established f 

A. It is the established church in the greater part 
of Protestant Germany, in Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway ; and has numerous churches in France, Rus- 
sia, Hungary, Austria, the United States, Canada, 
etc. 

Q, 31. What is the amount of popxUaiion supposed to 
he connected with the LnUheran church f 
A, About thirty-five millions of souls. 
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Q* 32* W^ is the numerical strength of the Lutheran 
church in this country t 

A' Two thousand two hundred ministers, three 
thousand five hundred churches, three hundred and 
ninety-two thousand communicant members, and a pop- 
ulation of one and a half millions. 

Q. 33. What is the doctrinal basis of the Lutheran 
church in America t 

A. The doctrinal* basis of the churches of the 
Q-eneral Synod, as more fully defined in her Constitu- 
tion for District Synods, is : *' That the Holy Scrip- 
tures are the only infallible rule of faith and practice, 
and that the fundamental doctrines of Scripture are 
taught, in a manner substantially correct, in the doc- 
trinal articles of the Augsburg Confession.'' 

Q. 34. What are the principal doctrines generally re-' 
ceived in the LdUheran chwrch? 

A. {}) The unity of the Godhead in a Trinity of 
Persons. 

(2) The proper and eternal Divinity of the Son of 
God, our Savior, Jesns Christ. 

(3) The total Depravity of our race, in consequence 
of the fall. 

(4) The Incarnation of the Son of God, and his 
Ticarions Atonement for the sins of the whole world. 

(5) Justification, not by works, but by grace alone, 
through faith. 

(6) Regeneration by the Holy Ghost, through the 
truth ; and good works, as the fruit and evidence of 
our faith. 

(t) The divine institution and perpetuity of the 
Gospel Ministry, of the Lord's day, and of the sac- 
raments of Baptism and the Holy Supper. 

(8) The Immortality of the soul^ and Judgment of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(9) The eternal Blessedness of the righteous, and 

(10) Everlasting PuBishment of the wicked. 
2* 
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Q. 35. Whai ts the form of government of the LiUheran 
Church f 

A. All Lutheran divines believe the primitive standing 
ministry to have been of equal rank. In Europe some 
imparity is practiced ; but in the United States parity is 
adhered to, and our churches are governed by three judi- 
catories, the Council of each individual church, District 
Synods, and a General Synod with advisory powers. 

Q. 36. "What are the characteristic usages of the Im- 
Hwran church f 

A. (1) She is distinguished by the observance of the 
Ancient Festivals, in commemoration of the fundamental 
facts of Christianity, not as of divine authority, but as 
reasonable and proper, namely, Christmas, Good Friday, 
Easter, Ascension-day, and Whitsunday. New Year, 
and one or more days recommended by the civil govern- 
ment, are also observed by many. 

(2) By a short Liturgy for the pulpit, published by the 
General Synod, to promote uniformity in public worship 
and other ministerial services, the formal use of which is 
optional with each pastor and charch. 

(3) Catecheticai instruction of the rising generation ; 
and 

(4) Confirmation, as a solemn mode of admitting cate- 
chumens to sacramental communion. 

Q, 37. Why do you prefer the LiUheran branch of the 
Catholic or universal church f 

A. Because we regard her doctrines and principles as 
more scriptural and reasonable than those of any other 
church ; and because our General Synod allows us apos- 
tolic liberty in nonessentials, requiring uniformity only 
in fundamental doctrines.* 

Q. 38. Wlwi relation do we sustain to members of 
Evangelical sister churches ? 

A, We regard all true disciples of Christ, of every de- 
nomination, as brethren beloved, cordially reciprocate 
free communion with them, and long for the time when 
'* there shall be one fold and one shepherd." See Constit. 
of Gen. Synod, Art. 3, sect. 8. 

* See FonniilA of GoTernment and Discipline, Chapter zriit, sect. 6^ 
111,2. 
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§ II. Natural Religion. 

Q, 39. JDid God create you a religious being ? 

A, He formed me a rational and moral agent, 
capable of distinguishiirg between truth and error, 
right and wrong ; and gave me a conscience, which 
urges me to do the one and shun the other. 

Q. 40. For what purpose did God bestow these powers 
on you f 

A. That I might know, serve and glorify him on 
earth, and enjoy him forever in heaven. 

§. 41. Does reason teach us any thing of God and 
religion f 

A. From the works of nature and course of events, 
we may learn something of the divine existence and 
character, as well as other important truths of natural 
religion ; so that all men are without excuse for not 
glorifying the Being that made and sustains them. 

Q. 3^. Eom. ii. 14: For when the Gentiles, which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in 
•the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto thera- 
Belves. 2 Cor. iv. 2. Luke xii. 57 : Yea, and why even 
of yourselves judge ye not what is right? 

Q. 40. 1. Cor. X. 31 : Whether therefore ye eat or 
drink, or whatsoever ye ^o, do all to the glory of God. 
John xvii. 22, 24. 

Q. 41. Kom. 1. 20 : For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being un- 
derstood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
fewer and Godhead; so that they are without excuse, 
^salms xix. 1, 2. 
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Q, 42. Is this knowledge sufficient for our wants? 

A. No : natural religion is neither sufficient to 
(satisfy the longings of an inquiring soul, no^ powerful 
enough to urge us to duty. It knows something of 
our depravity, but nothing of a Savior. 
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* 

§ III. The Scriptures, v 

Q. 43. What is the principal source of all correct 
hnowledge of God and religion ? 

A, The Revealed Word of God, contained in the 
Bible or Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 

Q, 44. WhaJb is the import of the word Bible ? 

A, It signifies the book, and is applied to th6 
word of God, because the several tracts or books 
contained in it, form the most important volume that 
has ever been published. 

Q, 45. How is the Bible ordinarily divided ? 

A. Into the Old and New Testament : the former 
containing the history of God's people, and his reve- 
lations to them before the appearance of the Savior ; 
and the latter the history of the Savior's life, mira- 
cles and ministry, his death, resurrection and ascen- 
sion, as well as many things concerning the apostles, 
the evangelists, and first* Christian churches. 
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Q, 42. Acts iv. 12 ; I Cor. xiii. 9. — Acts xvii. 18 : 
Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the 
Stoics, encountered him. And some said, What will this 
babbler say ; other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth 
of strange gods : because be pFcached unto them Jesas, 
and the resurrection. 

Q. 45. Heb. i. 1, 2 : God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds. 
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Q. 46. Syw do we know thcU tJte Scriptures are the 
Word of God ? 

A. Not merely from the declarations of the writers 
themseltres; bat also from the miracles wrought in 
proof of them, and the wonderful contents of the 
books. 

Q. 47. What are the contents of these hooks? 

A. They contain doctrines of an extraordinary and 
divine nature, as well as moral precepts of perfect 
purity and universal benevolence, and require a radi- 
cal change of heart, or conversion, for admission into 
heaven. 

Q. 48. How do these contents prove the divinity of the 
Bible f 

A, Beeause these things were never discovered or 
taught by the wisest and most learned sages of 
ancient or modern times, and could not have been 
invented' by the unlearned fishermen and tentmakers 
who first published them. 

Q. 46. Matt. X. 20 : For it is not ye that speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in yo\t John 
xvi. 13, 14, 15 : Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, ia 
come, be will guide you into all truth : for he shall not 
speak ofhimself ; but whatsoever he shall hear, thai shall 
he speak : and he will show you things to come. He shall 
glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it 
unto you^ All things that the Father hath are mine : 
therefore said I| that he shall take of mine, and shall show 
it unto y0u. Gal. i. 11, 12 : But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught Uy but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Heb. ii. 
4 ; John xzxii. 

Q. 47. Luke xxiv. 49 : And, behold, I send the promise 
of my Father upon you : but tari^ ye in the city of Jeru- 
salem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 

Q. 48, 2 Pet. i. 21 : For the prophecy came not in ol^ 
time by the will of man : but holy men of God spoke a« 
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Q. 49. By what other evidence ta the divinity of the 
Bible proved f 

A. It is evident also from the harmony pervading 
all these books, written many centuries apart, from 
their tendency to give glory to God, as well as to 
promote the highest good of men ; and from the tes- 
timony of the Holy Spirit, in the hearts of all who 
faithfully obey their instructions. 

0. 50. What is our dviy in, regard to the word of 
Godf 

A, We should gratefully receive it as an invaluable 
treasure, and adopt it as our only infallible rule of 
faith and practice ; we should read it daily and prayer- 
fully, both privately and in the family, should consult 
it in all cases of doubt or difficulty, and endeavor 
to obey its sacred dictates in our thoughts, words 
and actions. 

they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Ps. xii. 6. Heb. iv. 
12 : For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. 

Q. 49. John vii. 17 : If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. John xvi. 13, 14: Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak : and he will 
show you things to come. He shall glorify me : for he 
shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 

Q. 50. 2 Tim. iii. 16 : All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness. Is. viii. 
20 : To the law and to the testimony ; if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them. Acts xvii. 11 : These were more noble than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. Jasnes i. 22-26. 
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§ IV. The Decalogue and Lord's Prayer. 

[Q, 61. Can you repeat that inspired summary ofmorak 
precepts, termed the decalogue or ten commandments t 

A, They are the following, contained in the twen 
tieth chapter of Exodus, v. 1-17. 

I. I AM THE Lord thy God — thou shalt have no 
other Gods before me. 

II. Thoa shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven^ 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth : Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me ; and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments. 

III. Thou shalt not take the name .of the Lord 
THY God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath op the Lord thy 
God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, thy manrservant, nor thy maid- 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates : For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath-day and hallowed it. 

V. Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lobd 
THY God giveth thee. \ 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
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VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor any thing that is thy neighbor'^. 

THE lord's prater. — Matth. vi. 9-13. 

Q. 52. What is the memorable prayer which the J3c^ 
vtor taught his disciples f 

A. ** Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever, Ainen.''] 

WS^ § V. The Apostles' Creed. 

[Q, 53. What was the origin of the 90-^aUed Apostles' 
Creed. 

A. It was composed and used by the early Chris- 
tians soon after the apostolic age, and was so called, not 
because the Apostles had written it, but because all 
admitted, that it contained the chief doctrines taught 
by them. 

THE FIRST ARTICLE. 

Of Creation, 

Q. 54. What is the first Article f 

A 1 believe in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth. 

THE SECOND ARTICLE. 

Of Redemption, 
Q, 55. What is the second Article f 
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A. And in Jesn^ Chriat his only Son, onr Lord : who* 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin; 
Mary, safiPered under Pontias Pilate, was- crucified, 
dead and bnried : he descended into hell (world of 
lE^irita) : the third day he rose again from the dead : 
he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand 
of Qt)d the Father Almighty : from thence he shall 
come to jndge the quick and the dead. . 

THB THIBD ABTIOXJB. 

Of SaruiUficaUon, 

Q. 56. What is the third Article f 

A, I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic 
or universal church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and. 
the life everlasting.] 

§ VI. Of God. 

Qi 57. Do the Scriptures deem it necessary to prove (he 
eoD%stence of Ood ? 

A, No. They presuppose it as known from rea- 
son and the works of creation, affirming that the fool 
says in his heart, there is no God. But they abound 
in illustrations of the divine character and works. 

Q, 58. What does the Bible teach us concerning Oodf 

A, That he is. the infinite Spirit,^ who having the 

fountain of life and happiness within himself,^ created 

Q. 57. Psalm xiV. 1. Bom. i. 19, 20: Because tha^ 
which may be known of God is manifest in them ; for God 
hath showed it unto them. For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternu 
power and Godhead ; so that they are without excuse. 

Q. 58. ' John iv. 24 : God is a Spirit ; and they that 
worship him must worship hira in spirit and in truth. 
Job zi. 7, 8, 9. ' Exod. iii. 14 : And God said unto 
3 
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the heavens and the earth, and all things that are in 
them,° and also upholds* and govems them all for the 
welfare of his creatures, and his own glory.* 

Q, 59. Which are the attributes of Godf 
A. God is self-existent,' eternal," unchangeable,' 
incomprehensible,* every where present,* knowing all 
things,^ all-powerful,"' all-wise,* and infinite in holi- 
ness,® justice,*^ truth," love,** and mercy.'* 

Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he said. Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you. * Gen. i. 1, &c.: In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heaven and the earth. * Heb. i. 3: Who, being 
the brightness of his glory and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. * Ps, xcvii. 1: 
The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let the multi- 
tude of isles be glad thereof. Ps. cxlv. 9. Bom. xi. 36 : 
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things : 
to whom be glory forever. Amen. 

Q. 59. ^ Acts xvii. 24, 25 : God that made the world 
and all things therein, seeing that he is liord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 
neither is worshiped with men's hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things. * Ps. xc. 2 : Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God. Eev. i. 8. Ps. cii. 25, 26, 27. * James i. 17 : 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
Cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
Variableness, neither shadow of turning. * Job xi. 7, 8 : 
Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find 
out the Almighty unto perfection ? It is as high as hea- 
ven ; what canst thou do ? deeper than hell ; what canst 
thou know? * Ps. cxxxix. 7-10: Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
ence ? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there : if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou ar^ there. If I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
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Q. 60. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. No. There is but one living and trae God. 

Q. 61. WhcU dse do the Scriptures teach vs, concerning 
the naiure of Godf 

A, That the one God has revealed himself as three 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; and that these 
three are the Same in essence, equal in all their attri- 
butes, and distinguished by personal acts. 

parts of the sea. Even there shall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me. * 1 John iii. xx : For if 
onr heart condemn as, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things. Heb. iv. 13. Acts xv. 8. ' Luke 
i. 37 : For with God nothing shall be impossible, ' 1 
Tim. i. 17 : Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
visible, the only wise God, he honor and glory for- 
ever and evtB. Amen. * Isaiah vi. 3 : And one cried 
unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts : thfe whole earth is fall of his glory. *o Jer. xvii. 10 : 
I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give 
every man according to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings. Rom. ii. 6. '* Numb, xxiii. 19: 
God is not a man, that he should lie ; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent : hath he said, and shall he 
not do t^ / or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good ? "1 John iv. 8, 16 : . He that loveth not knoweth 
not God ; for God is love. Aild we have known and be- 
lieved the love that God hath to us. God is love ; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Ps. cxlv. 8, 9. John iii. 16, 17 : For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life. For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world ; but that the world through him 
might be saved. " Ex. xxxiv. 6 : And the Lord passed 
by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, TheCiORD God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
' goodness and truth. Ps. ciii. 8, 9, 10. 

Q. 60. Mark xii. 29 : And Jesus answered him, The 
first of all the commandments is^ Hear, Israel ; The 
Lord our God is one Lord. 1 Cor. viii. 4. Deut. vi. 4. 

Q. 61. 1 John V. 7 : For there are three that bear 
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Q. 62. What a^e the personal properties of the Trinity? 

A. It is the peculiarity of the Father to beget the 
Son, the peculiarity of the Son to be begotten, and 
of the Holy Spirit to have proceeded from the Father 
and the Son. 

Q, 63. How do you Jcnow that the Son and Holy SpirU 
are equal to the Father? 

A. Because the Scriptures ascribe to them not 
only the name' of God, bat also divine attributeSi' 
works' and worship.* 
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record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Qhost: and these three are one. Matth. iii. 16: And 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water : and, la, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of Grod descending lik^ a dove, and 
lighting upon him ; and xzviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 14: The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and^ 
Sie. communion of the Holy Ghost, he with you all.. 
Amen. Deut. vi. 4. Gen. L 26. Is. ^i. 1. John xiv. 
16, 17. 

Q. 62. Heb. i. 5, 6 : For unto which of the angels said 
he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee ? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he 
shall be to me a Son ? And again, when he bringeth in. 
the first-begotten into the world, he saith. And 'let all the: 
angels of God worship him. John i. 14 : And the Word, 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld hifi: 
fflory, the glory as of the only begotte* of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth. John xv. 26. Gal. iv. 6. 

Q. 63. » Ps. xlv. 6 : Thy throne, God, is for ever 
and ever ; the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right gceptre. 
1 John V. 20. Acts v. 3, 4 : ^ut Peter said, Ananias, why 
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and. 
to keep back a part of the price of the land? thou 
hast not lied unto men, but unto God* ' PhiU 
iii. 21 : Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned liko unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue aSl things 
unto himself. Acts i. 24: And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, show 
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Q. '64. What are the pecuUar works of the 8onf 
A. That as God manifest in the flesh, and medi<p,tor 
of the new covenant, he should redeeim our fallen 
race, and bestow salvation on all them that believe. 

Q. 65. What are the peculiar works of the Holy Spirit f 

A, To call, enlighten, convict and convert sinners, 

to sanctify believers, to revive the church, and to 

save all who puflFer . themselvea to be prepared for 

heaven by his sacred influences. 

whether of these two thou hast efaoBen. Col. ii. 8, 9 : 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vaiu deceit, after the 'tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ. For in him d'wellcth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Heb. ix. 14: 
How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered- himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the liv- 
ing God? Ps. cxxxix. 7. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. * Jobxxvi. 
13 : By liis spirit he hath garnished the heavens ; his 
hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 2 Pet. i. 21. 
Col. i. 16, 17 : For by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that -are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether th^ he thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers : all things were created by him, and for him. 
And he is before all things, and by mm all things consist. 
* John v. 23 : That all raen should honor the Son, even 
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the 
Son, honoreth not the Father which hath sent him. 
Acts vii. 5, 9. 1 Cor, i. 1. Heb. i. 6. Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
Rev. V. 9-14. Matth. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 13. 1 Pet. 
I. ^, o. 

Q, 65. Acts xxnri. 1€ : To open their eyes, <*«d to'tum 
tfcem from- darkness to light, and /rom the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may: receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them Which are sanctified by faith 
that is in me. • Bom. viii. 9, 14 : But ye are not in the 
'flesh, but^in the. Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
diwell in you. "Now if any man hath not the Spirit of 
' Christ, he is none of his. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 1 Cor. vi. 7. 

3* 



so DEOBEES AND PBOYIBENOE OF GOD. 

§ VII. Degbees and Pbovidenob ov God. 

Q. 66. Had God any definite design in creating u% 
and the world? 

A, As a being of infinite wisdom, he mnst have 
had. 

Q, 67. What are we to understand by the decrees 
of God? 

A. The decrees of God are the eternal, unchange- 
able intentions or purposes of the divine mind, either 
to cause or to permit every thing that actually comes 
to pass. 

^Q, 68. How may these decrees be divided? 

A, Into causative and permissive : the former em- 
bracing all those occurrences which God himself pro- 
duces, such as the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, 
rain, sunshine, etc. ; the latter including those free 
actions, which he permits his rational creatures to 
perform. 

Q, 69. What are we to wnder stand by the Providence 
of God? 

A. It means the holy, wise and powerful agency 
of God, in preserving the universe, in either causing 
or permitting all things that occur, and in governing 
them to the accomplishment of his gracious design. 

Q. 70. What is the mode in which God exerts his 
agency ? 

A. Ordinarily God does,^by his constant and imme- 

Q. 66. Acts XV. 18: Known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world. 

Q. 69. Ps. civ. 24: Lord, how manifold are thy 
works I in wisdom hast thou made them all : the earth 
is fall of thy riches. Heb. i. 3. Ps. ciii. 19 : The Lord 
hath prepared his throne in the heavens ; and his king- 
dom ruleth over all. Matth. x. 29, 30: Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall not 
fall pn the ground without your Father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
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diate agency, cause all things in the material world, 
to exhibit uniform properties, and to act in uniform 
ways termed laws of nature, but more correctly, wm- 
form modes of the divine agency ; yet he always re- 
mains free to change his modes, of action, and to pro- 
duce results without, above or against his ordinary 
ways or laws, as he may see fit. ^ 

Q, 71. How does God influence moral agents T 

A. Those- rational beings to whom he has be- 
stowed the power of choice and free agency, he 
influences only by moral means, such as his word, 
providence and Spirit, and by sustaining them in the 
es^rcise of their powers. 

Q. 72. What is the design or object of divine provi- 
dence f ^ 

A, The design of our heavenly Father in his provi- 
dential government of this world, is to promote the 
happiness of all living beings, and especially of his 

Q. 70. Psalms cxlvii. 8, 9 : Who covereth the heaven 
with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh 
grass to grow upon the mountains. He giveth to the 
beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry. Ps. 
civ. 14, 15, 21, 27. Matth. v. 45 : That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven : for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust. Matth. vi. 26-30. 
Heb. i. 3. Exod. xiv. 21, 22 ; And Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea ; and the Lord caused the sea to go 
back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the chil- 
dren of Israel went, into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on 
their right hand and on their left. 

Q. 71. Deut. XXX. 19: I call heaven and earth to 
record this day against you, that I have set before vou 
life and death, blessing and cursing : therefore choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live. Prov.i. 30. John 
V. 40 : And ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life. Psalm. Ixxvi. 10. 
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-rational creature man ; thtts manifestiDg the perfee* 
tions of his nature, or promoting his own glory. 

Q. 73. WJiat are the chtef features of the plan which 
God adopted to attain this end f 

A. He determined to create and support this ma- 
terial world^ with ull that it contains, especially his 
moral agent, man ; and, foreseeing our fall, to send 
his only Son to intercede and shed his precious blood 
-for our redemption ; and, on the ground of his right- 
eousness and sufferings, to offer this salvation to illl, 
and finally to reward or punish ub according as we 
accept or reject this offer. 

Q, 74. Does the providence of God extend to aU things? 

A» Yes. All things ; the heavens and earth, rain 
and drought, fruitful and barren seasons, poverty and 
wealth, sickness and health, are all controlled by his 
hand: yea, even the smallest insect, or particle of 
matter, as it was not unworthy of his creative power, 
so it will be neither neglected nor overlooked by his 
providence. 

Q. 72. 1 John iv. 8, 9. John iii. 17 : For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; but 
that the world through him might be saved. Ps. cxlv. 9. 
Ps. xcvii. 1 : The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice : let 
the multitude of isles be glad thereof. Bom. xi. 36. 1 
Oor. X. 31 : Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Rev. iv. 11 : 
Thou art worthy Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power : for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. 

Q. 74. Luke xxi. 18 : But there shall not a hair of 
your head perish. Acts xvii. 25-28: Neither is wor- 
shiped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, 
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and sJl things ; 
and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, aud the bounds of their habi- 
tation ; that they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
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Q. 75. Whom dtd God from eternity predestinate^ or 
elect to everlasting life f 

A. All those who, accepting his gracious call, re- 
pent and believe in the Lord Jesns Christ, and remain 
faithful to the end. 

Q, 76. Why did God determine to condemn others to 
eternal puniahmentf 

A. Because they resisted the Holy Spirit, rejected 
the offers of mercy, and died in their sins. 

Q. 77. What duties does the doctrine of divine provi- 
dence require of us ? 

A. That we should habitually recognize the fatherly 
hand of God in all things, and pray for his guidance 
and protection, as well as be patient in adversity and 
.humbly thankful in prosperity. 

might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far 
from everv one of us : for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being ; as certain ralso of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring. Heb. i. 3. Jer. v. 24. 
Acts xiv. 17 ; Nevertheless he left oiot himself without 
witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from hea- 
ven, and fruitful seasons, fUliug our hearts with food and 
gladness. John ix. 3. Prov. xxii. 2. Job i. 21. Matt. 
X. 29, 30 : Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and 
one of them shall not fall on the ground without your 
Father. But the very ha^rs of your head are all num- 
bered. 

Q. 75. Bom. viii. 29 : For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to ther image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
1 Pet. i. 2 : Elect according to the foreknowledge of. God 

ithe Father,' through sancti^cation of the Spirit, unto obe- 
dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ : Graoe 
unto you, and peace, be multiplieid. 

Q. 76. Mark xvi. 16: He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall oe 
damned. Bom. viii. 29. 

Q..77. Deut. viii. 1 : When thou hast eaten and att 

. full, then thou shalt bless the LoiU);tby=GQd for .the good 
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§ VIII. Op CRBATIOIf. 

Q, 78. What do you understand by creation? 

A. Creation is that work of God by which, in the 
beginning, he in six days made out of nothing the 
heavens and earth, and all things in them. 

Q. 79. Which are the most important creatures that 
Ood made? 
A. Angels and men. 

Q. 80. How did God create the angels f 

A. Before he laid the foundations of our earth, 
God called into being a multitude of angels, who ex- 
cel us in knowledge, power and holiness. 

Q, 81. What is the employment of angels ? 

A, They worship, and sing praises around the 
throne of our Father in heAven, are sent to minister 
to believers on earth, and bear the spirits of dying 

land which he hath given thee. Rom. v. 3-5 : And not 
only so, but we glory in tribulations also ; knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; 
and experience, hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed ; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 1 Thess. v. 18. 
Isaiah x. 15. 

Q. 78. Gen. i. 1 : In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth, etc. Neh. ix. 6 : Thou, even thou, 
art Lord alone ; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that 
are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou pre- 
servest them all ; and the host of heaven worshipeth thee. 
Bev. iv. 11. 

Q. 80. Job xxxviii. 4, 7 : Where wast thou when I 
laid the foundations of the earth ? declare, if thou hast 
understanding; when the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Mark xiii. 
32 : But of that day and that hour knowetfa no man, no, 
not the angels which are m heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father. ^ 

Q. 81. Heb. i. 6 : And again, when he bringeth in the 
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saints into that mansion in his Father's house, which 
the Savior went to prepare for them. 

Q, 82. ffov) did some holy angels become devils f 
A, They fell from their first estate of holiness and 
happiness by rebelling against God, and were cast 
down to hell, to be reserved in chains of darkness un- 
til the judgment of the great day. 

Q. 83. What are the employments of the evil spirits f 
A. Like Satan, their prince, who is the father of 
lies, they strive to deceive and tempt us to sin ; ex- 
citing in us evil dispositions and desires, and resisting 
the kingdom of God with all power, signs and lying 
wonders. 

first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the an- 
gels of God worship him. Luke ii. 13, 14 : And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will toward men. Heb. i. 14 : 
Are they not all ministering spirits,, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation ? Luke zvi. 22 : 
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was car- 
ried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : the rich man 
also died, and was buried. John ziv. 2, 3. 

Q. 82. Jude 6 : And the ajigels which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day. 2 Pet. ii. 4 : For if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and deliv- 
ered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment; etc. 

Q. 83. John viii. 44 : Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ve will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no troth m him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own : for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
Bev. xii. 9 : And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world : he was cast out into the earth, and his an- 
gels were cast out with him. ^ 
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Q. 84. What is our dMy in regard to them ? 

A, To be vigilant and not to give place to them., 
but putting on the whole armor of God, to resist 
them and they will flee from us. 

Q, 85. How did God form man ? 

A, He created him a rational being, male and 
female, in his own image, and gave him dominion 
over all other creatures on earth. 

Q. 86. For what purpose did God creaJte the v/rmwrn- 
hered hosts of other living beings f 

A, To show forth his own glory by bestowing hap- 
piness on them all, and to subject them to the 
dominion of man for his comfort and use. 

Q. 87. What did God do after he had finished hia 
creative work f 

A, He pronounced it very good^ ceased from cre- 
ating, and sanctified the seventh day as the sabbath 
or day of rest ; thus by his own ^xJample showing it 
to be the duty of all men, in every age, to devote the 
seventh portion of time to rest from worldly labor 
and to the duties of religion." 

Q. 84. Eph. vi. 10 : Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. James iv, 7: 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 

Q. 85. Gen. i. 27 : So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he him ; male and 
female created he them. 

Q. 86. Rev. iv. 11 : Thou art worthy, Lord, to re- 
ceive glory and honor and power: for thou 'hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
Gen. i. 28 : And God blessed tiiem, and God said ilnto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it : > and have dominion over the fish of tho 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over eveiy living 
thing that moveth upon the earth. 

Q. 87. * Gen. i. 31 : And God saw everything that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the even- 
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I IX. Op the Nature and Primitive State of 

Man. 

Q. 88. What are the constituent parts of man f 
i. God gave to every man a soul and a body. 

Q. 89. In whose image was man originally created f 
A. In the image of God, in knowledge and holi- 
ness, with superior bodily as well as intellectual and 
moral excellencies. 

Q. 90. In what situation were Adam and Eve origi- 
nally placed by their Creator f 

A, They were placed in a state of probation,* under 
the moral law^* with several specific precepts annexed — 
such as to sanctify the seventh day,' to till the garden,* 
to have dominion over irrational^ animals, and not to 
eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. 8 

ing and the morning were the sixth day. * Gen. ii. 2, 3 : 
And on the seventh day God ended his work which he 
had made ; and he- rested on the seventh day from all his 
work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh 
-day, and sanctified it : because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made. 

Q.'SB. 1 Cor. vi. 13 ; Eccles. xu. 7. 

Q. 89. Gen. i. 27. 

Q. 90 ' Hosea vi. 7 : But they like men (Adam) havo 
transgressed the covenant. Gal. &i. 12 : And the law is 
not of faith : but, the man that doeth them shall live in 
them. * Bom. 11. 15 : Which show the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing wit- 
ness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or eke 
excusing one another. ' Gen 11. 3 : And God blessed 
the seventh d^y, and sanctified it : because that in it he 
had rested from all his work which God created and made. 

* Gen. ii. 15 : And the Lord God took the man, and put 
him into the garden of P]den to dress it and to keep it. 

* Gen. i. 28 : And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and aubdue it : and have dominion over the fish of the 

4 
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Q. 91. WhcU were the other circumstances of their 

sitfiiation f 

A, They also enjoyed sensible communion* with 
God, were promised eternal life if obedient, and threat* 
ened with endless death' in case of transgression. 

Q, 92. What then was the nature of the covenant under 
which they were placed f 

A. It was a covenant of works, in which the con- 
dition of acceptance with God, was perfect and per- 
petaal obedience. 

9^ § X. Op the Law op God, 

f $. 93. Was the moral law revealed to our first parents f 

A, Its vital features were graven on their hearts ; 

but it wa« more fully revealed m the decalogue, or 

ten commandments, given to Moses, on Mount 

Sinai. 

Q, 94. 'Wha;t is the substance of the ten commandments f 
A, That we should love the Lord our God with all 

our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our 

mind, and our neighbor as ourselves. 

Til ■! - ■ ■ ■ It ' ' ' • • 1 M 

sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every livinff 
thing that moveth upon the earth. • Gen. ii. 17 : But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die. 

Q. 91. ' Gen. i. 2S-31. « Gen. ii. 17. Gal. iii. 12. 

Q. 92. Gal. iii. 12. Rom. x. 5 : For Moses describeth 
the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which 
doeth those things shall live by them. 

Q. 93. Exod. XX. 1-17. Exod. xxxiv. 28 : And he 
was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights ; he 
did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote 
upon the tables the words of the covenant,' the ten com- 
mandments. 

Q. 94. Matt. xxii. 37, 39 : Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, etc. And the second 
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Q. 95. Wiot other laws are contained in the Old jHss* 
lament? 

A, The ecclesiastical laws, relating to the Jewish 
church, and the civil laws, concerning the government 
of the Jews as a nation. 

Q. 96. How may the precepts of the decalogue he di- 
vided f 

A. Into two tables, the first teaching our duties to 
God, and the second, our duties to our fellow-men. 

Q. 97. How ought the terms of the decalogue to he in- 
terpreted f 

A, According to the fullest import of the language, 
as including not only what is expressly declared, but 
also all that is either negatively or positively implied 
by it. 

C- 98. Wkai is the first Commandment? 
A, I am the Lord thy Ood, thou shalt have no 
other Gods before me, 

Q, 99. What does the positive part of this Command- 
ment teach ? . 

J. It teaches us to acknowledge the Lord to be 
our God, to worship him alone as the infinitely per- 
fect being, as our Creator, preserver and benefactor ; 
and to love, serve and trust in him constantly and 
supremely. 



is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
Bom. xiii. 10. 

Q. 95. John iv. 20-22; Dent. xx. and jlzL; Deut. 
xxviii. etc. 

Q. 96. Exod. xxxii. 15. 

Q. 97. Psalm cxix. 96 : I have seen an end of all per- 
fection : but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

Q. 99. Acts xvii. 24, 25 : God that made the world and 

all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 

earth, dwelleth not in temples made with bands. Neither 

' is worshiped with men's hands, as though he needed any 

• thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things. 
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Q, 100. What is forbidden in the negative part of this 
precept f 

A. It forbids our sttffering any other being or 
object in heaven or on earth, either sun, moon, or 
stars ; saints, angels, or the virgin Mary, to kold tb« 
place of God in our hearts; or to receive from us 
that adoration, trust or obedience, which is due to 
God alone. 

Q. 101. Is it not lawful to offer an inferior kind of 
worship to sair^ ound the virgin Mary^ as tlomanists do f 

A, There is but one kind of religious worship, 
and that can be due only to the infinitely perfect 
Jehovah. 

Q. 102. Why may we not invoke the aid or intercess\on 
of saints or the virgin Mary f 

A. Because the Scriptures expressly teach, that 
there is but one mediator between God and man, the 

Hatth. zxii.37 : Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt lovo the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. 

Q. 100. Deut. iv. 15, 19 : Take ye therefore good heed 
unto yourselves ; for ye saw no manner of similitude on 
the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horebout of 
the midst of the fire. And lest thou lift up thine eyes 
unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, 
and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be 
driven to worship them, and serve them, which the Lord 
thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole 
heaven. Matth. iv. 10 : Then saith Jesus uuto him, Get 
thee hence, Satan: for it is written,. Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

Q. 101. Rev. xix. 10 : And! fell At his feet to^worship 
him. And he said unto me. See thou do it not ; X amthy 
fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testa- 
mony of Jesus : worship God : for the testimony -of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy: Ool. ii. 18, ^3 : Let no man be- 
guile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and wor- 
shiping of angels, intruding into those things which he 
hath not seen, vainly punetd up by his fleshly mind. 
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man Chtist JesuB;' and if such invocation were 
even not foTbidden, it mast be useless, as these saints, 
as well as the virgin Mary, not being omniscient,' are 
ignorant of ovtr prayers when offered. 

Q. 103. What is the ground of our obligation to obey 
this, and aU the other precepts of the decalogue f 

A. Becanse God is onr creator, preserver and con- 
stant benefactor : and especially because he redeemed 
US from eternal misery by the blood of his only Son. 
All his laws are, moreover, just and salutary, calcu- 
lated to promote the highest happiness of the crea- 
tures, as well as the glory of the Creator. 

Q. 104. Whoct is the second commandment?* 
A. Thou shalt not make unto ihee any graven 
•muige, or any likeness Hif any thing that is in hea- ' 
t>6n ahovSy or thai is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the waJber under the earth; thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them nor sei^e them: for I the Lord 
thy Ood am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children unto the third and 

Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-wor- 
ship, and humility, and neglecting of the body ; not in any 
honor to the satisfying of the flesh. 

Q. 102. ' 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 : For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time. ' Mark ziii. 32 : Bat of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

Q. 103. Psalm xcv. 6, 7: come, let us worship and 
bow down : let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For 

* The Scriptures narrate the decalogue without divisions, and 
there existed a difference of opinion, even before the time of 
Christ, as to the manner In 'which these precepts ought to be di- 
Tided. The division here adopted, is that which is most gener- 
ally used amongst Protestants in this country. It is a matter of 
litde importaace whieh divisiotn is adopted, provided the whole 
decalogue be retained. 
4* 
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fourth generation of them that hate me; and lowing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep 
my commandments, 

Q. 105. What does this precept teach? 

A. The second commandment teaches us so to love 
and fear God who is a Spirit, as not to make any 
graven, painted or other image of him, or to worship 
any such image, or God through it ; it also forbids 
all connivance at such false and superstitious wor- 
ship, as well as the worshiping of God in our mind 
under the image of any creature. 

Q. 106. What dxdy is implied in this commandment f 
A. That we are bound to worship God in that par- 
ticular way, and by those ordinances, which his word 
* enjoins ;^ and to oppose all attempts of others* to in- 
troduce innovations in divine worship, contrary to the 
principles and practice of the New Testament. 



he is our God ; and we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand. To-day if ye will hear his voice. 
Rom. xii. 1. Ps. xix. 7, 8. 

Q. 106. * Matt, xxviii. 20 : Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 1 Tim. vi. 13, 14. Deut. xxxii. 46 : And he said 
unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which I 
testify among you this day, which ye shall command your 
children to observe to do, all the words of this law. 
« Deut. xiii. 6, 7, 8. Deut. xii. 30, 31, 32 : What thing 
soever I command you, observe to do it : thou shalt not 
add thereto, nor diminish from it. Rom. i. 21, 25 : Be- 
cause that, when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful ; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish hear^ was darkened. Deut. 
iv. 2. Rev. xxii. 18, 19 : For I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If 
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this book : and if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
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Q. 107. What reasons does God employ to enforce tkia 
^eceptf 

A. He solemnly appeals to his zeal for his own 
worship and glory, and to the fearful punishment 
which awaits transgressors ; as well as to that never- 
ending happiness reserved in heaven for those, who 
obey his commandments. 

Q. 108. Which is the third commandment f 

A. Thou skalt not take the name of ihe Lord 
thy Qod in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless, that taketh his name in vain. 

Q, 109. Wluit is forbidden in this commandment? 

A. The third commandment forbids all irreverent, 
light' and improper use of the name or word of God, 
as in profane swearing* or jesting, unlawful oaths," 
blasphemy,* perjury, superstitious practices, and im- 
proper vows to do what we know to be either wrong, 
or at least of doubtful propriety. 



prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and/rom the things which 
are written in this book. 

Q, 107. Exodus xxxiv. 13, 14 : But ye shall destroy 
their altars, break their images, and cut down their 

f roves : for thou shalt worship no other god : for the 
lOBD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. Deut. y. 
29 : Oh that there were such a heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and with their children 
forever I 

Q. 108. Ex. XX. 7. 

Q. 109. » Mai. ii. 2 : If ye will not hear, and if ye will 
not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith tl^e 
Lord of hosts, I will even send a curse upon yon, and I will 
curse your blessings ; yea, I have cursed them already, 
because ye do not lay it to heart. ' Jer. v. 7. Lev. v. 1 : 
And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is 
a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do 
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Q, 110. What d/ixty is required in tkia commcmdmmt f 
A, That we should so fear and love oar heavenly 
Father, as always to cherish respect apd reYeience for 
his character,' name, ^ord,' ordinances^ and works ;^ 
fihould call upon him for aid, and trust in him in 
every time of need. 

Q, 111. Is it lawful on some occcuione to swetnr by the 
name of God ? 

A, It is, when we are required to do so by the civil 
magistrate in defence of innocence and truth, or in 
vindication of our own rights and those of others. 

not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity. ' Acts xxiii. 
12-14 : And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under a cur^e, saying, 
that they would neither eat nor drink till theyihad killed 
Paul. And they were more than forty which. had made 
this conspiracy. And they came to the chief priests and 
elders, and said : We have bound ourselves under a great 
curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. 
* 2 Kings xix. 22 : Whom hast thou reproached and blas- 
phemed? and against whom hast thou exalted- ^^y voice, 
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against ibe Ho\y 
One of Israel, * Zech. v. 4. 

Q. no: » Mai. i. 6, 7. « Psalm cxxxviii..2 : I will wor- 
ship towards thy holy temple, and praise thy :uarae for 
thy loving-kindness, and for thy truth: for thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name. ^ Eccl* v. 1 : 
Keep thy foot when thou goeat to the house of God, and 
be more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools*: 
for they consider not that they do evil. ^ Job xxxvi. 24. 
Ps. cv. 2, 5 : Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him : 
talk ye of all his wondrous works. Bern ember this mar- 
vellous works that he hath done; his woDder3,'and the 
judgments of his mouth. 

Q. 111. Exod. xxii. 11 : Then shall an oath of the 
LoBD be between them both, that he hath not ( put his 
ha^d unto his neighbor's goods ; and the owner of it shall 
accept thereof and he shall not make it good. Neh. xiii. 
25. Deut. vi. 13: Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, 
ftnd serve him, and shalt swear by his name. Heb. vL 16: 
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Q, 112t Wk(U reason is cmnexed to this command T 
A: God admonishes us not to violate this precept, 
because although we maj evade the punishments of 
nren ; our almighty and omniscient judge will not hold 
us guiltless, or suffer us to escape the fearfol punish- 
mienta due to our sins. 

Q, 113. Which is the fourth comm^cmdment f 
A. Remember the sabbath-day^ to keep ii holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but 
the seveiith day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: 
ih it- thou shalt not do any worky thou nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man servant, nor thy maid 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates; for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all tfiat in them is, 
and rested on the seventh day : wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath-day and hallowed it. 

Q. 114. What duty is enjoined in this commandment? 

A. The fourth commandment teaches us so to fear 
and love God, who graciously gave us a day of sacred 
rest, as ever to remember it and keep it holy, by rest- 
ing^ from all worldly, labor, and devoting it* entirely 
to the public and private worship of God,* as well as 
other duties of religion. We should also see that 
our household and dependents^ do the same^ and. 
should give reef^ to them and to our cattle. 

■ I I 11 ■■ ■ ■ I ■! I I I ■ I I ■ I ■ I I ■ ■ I ■ ■ I I I — l^fc— — ^■» 

* 

For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for 
confirm ation is to them an end of all strife. 

Q. 112. Exod. XX. 7. Micah vi. 11 : Shall I count 
</icm pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of 
deceitfuf weights ? 

Q. 113. Exod. XX. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Q. 114. * Exod. XXXV. 2 : Six days shall work be done, 
but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, 
a. sabbath of rest to the Lord : whosoever doeth work 
therein shall b^put to death. * Exod. xxxv. 2. * Lev. 
zxiii. 86. Acts xx. 7: An* upon the first day of the 
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Q. 116. What 18 forbidden in the fowrth command' 
mentf 

A, This commandment forbids onr engaging in any 
secular employment' on the sabbath, except works of 
necessity and mercy,* such as visiting the sick and 
preparing necessary food ; and also oar profaning the 
day of the Lord, by neglecting his worship,® by unne- 
cessary traveling, by merely social visits, and all other 
works or recreations, which, though proper on other 
days, are unnecessary, and should be avoided on this. 

Q. 116. Which day in the week was appointed as the 
sabbath ? 

A, The day first appointed by God for holy pur- 
poses, was that which followed the six days of crea- 
tion,* and this seventh day continued duriag the Old 
Testament dispensation ; but as the Savior rose from 
the grave on the first or Lord's -day,* and always 
afterwards appeared' to his disciples on the first day, 
the apostles observed it as the Christian sabbath,^ and 

^ _ - 

week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached auto them, ready to depart on the 
morrow : and continued his speech until midnight. ^ Ez 
odus XX. 10. 5 Exod. xxiii. 12» Exod. xvi. 22, . . 25, 
etc. : And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they 
gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one man : 
and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moses. And Moses said, eat that to-day ; for to-day is a 
sabbath unto the Lord, to-day ye shall not find it in the 
field. 

Q. 115. * Exod. XX. 10. « Jer. xvii. 24, 27. » Ezek. 
xxii. 26 : Her priests have violated my law, and have pro- 
faned mine holy things : they have put no difference be- 
tween the holy and profane, neither have they showed 
difference between the unclean and the clean, and have 
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned 
among them. Ez. xxxiii. 30-32. 

Q. 116. 1 GTen. ii. 3 : And God blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it : because that in it he had rested 
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the church of Christ in all ages has followed their 
inspired example. 

Q, 117. By what reasons does Qod enforce the fourth 
commandment ? 

A. He condescends to plead his own example, to 
show us that the law of sabbatic rest is graven on 
the constitution of the earth/ so that when observed, 
it is a rich blessing to men, giving increased success 
to all their lawful employments, whilst it statedly 
calls oar attention to our higher, eternal interests, and 
gives us time to secure the salvation of our souls. 

Q, 118. Which is the fifth commandment? 

A, Honor thy father and thy mother, thai thy 
days may he long upo7i the land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, 

Q. 119. What are we taught in this commandment? 

A. That we should so fear and love our heavenly 
Father, as faithfully to discharge the duties we owe 
to those earthly parents which he gave us, as also to 
all others placed over us by divine, or rightful human 
authority, in church and state. 

Q, 120. What are the duties which we owe to our 
parents f 

. A, We are bound to love, honor and obey^ our 
earthly parents, as representatives of our Father in 
heaven ; and if infirmity or old age' renders it neces* 

■ I I I- 1 I 1 .- ■■■I I .. ■ ■ ...... ^^_^^^ 

from all his work which he had made. * Rev. i. 10 : I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me 
a great voice, as of a trumpet. ^ Luke xxiv. 36 : And as 
they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, 
and saith unto them , Peace be unto you. Compare with v. 
1. Acts ii. i. ^ Acts xx. 7 : And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto fbem, ready to depart o^ the morrow; 
and continued his speech until midnight. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 

Q. 117. » Bxod. XX. 8, 9. 10, 11. Isaiah Ivi. 2, 4, 6, 7. 

Q. 118. Exod. XX. 12. 
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sary, we shoald also cheerfallj yield them comfort and 
support,' as they snstained/ iostracted' and protected 
as, vntil we coald provide for oarselves. 

§. 121. What are the dtUies, due to our pastors or 
spiritual superiors f 

A, We are bound to cherish affection and respect 
for those, whom God has placed over as, and who 
watch for our souls as they that must give an account ;' 
we should pray for tbem, faithfully receive and obey 
their instructions,* should uphold them in all their 
jast rights and duties, and according to G-od's ordi* 
nance, yield them a sufficient support.^ 

Q. 120. » Prov. xxiii. 22, 25 : Hearken unto thy father 
that begat thee, and despise not thy mother when she is 
old. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she 
that bare thee shall rejoice. Eph. vi. 2. Lev. xix. 3. 
Prov. vi. 20, 21 : J^y son, keep thy father's command- 
ment, and forsake not the law of thy mother. Bind them 
continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy 
neck. * Prov. xxiii. 22. ® Mark vii. 11-13. Gen. xlvii. 
12 : And Joseph nourished his father and his brethren, 
and all his father's household, with bread, according to 
their families. * 1 Tim. v. 8 : But if any provide not for 
his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. ^Eph vi. 4. 
And ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath : bat 
bring them ap in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Prov. xxix., 15 : The rod and reproof give wisdom : but 
a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 

Q. 121. ' 2 Thess. iii. 1 : Finally, brethren, pray for 
us, that the word of the Lord may have free coarse, and 
be glorified, even as it is with you. Heb. xiii. 18. " Heb, 
xiii. 7 : Bemember them which have the rule over voa, 
wno have spoken unto you the word of God ; whose &ith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation. 1 Thess. 
V. 12, 13 : And we beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labor among you, and are over yon in the Lord, 
and admonish you. And to esteem them very highly in 
love for their work's sake. And be at peace among 
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. 4i* 122: What are au/r diddea to ewU rulers f 
A. We are boand to cherish due respect for those 
plaiC^d in aothoritj over ns, who are a terror to eyil- 
doers, and a praise to them that do well ; we should 
honor and support them 4ii the lawful discharge of 
their duties, pray for them, and faithfully obey the 
rightful law&of the land. 

Q, 123. What other duties are implied in this com- 
mandment? 

A. It teaches us in every relation of life/ to pay 
due respect and reverence to those who are our super- 
iors in age, knowledge, piety and any other excellence 
op rank ; that w^ should pray for them, protect them, 
■III III I 

yourselves. ' 1 Cor. ix. 14 : Even so hath the Lord 
ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18 : Let the elders that rule well 
be counted worthy of double honor, especially the^ who 
labor in the word and , doctrine. For the Senptare 
saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the com. And, The laborer is worthy of his reward. 
Gal. vi. 6 : Let him that is taught in the word commupi- 
qate unto him that teacheth ip all good things. Gen. xlv. 
IX. Gen. xlvii. 12. 

Q. 122. Matth. xxii. 21 : They say unto him, Caesar's. 
Then saith he unto them, Bender therefore unto Csesar 
the things which are Ossar's ; and unto God the things 
which are God's. Bom. xiii. 6> 7. Prov. xxix. 2 : When 
the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice ; but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. Acts 
iv. 19 : Bat Peter and John answered and said unto them, 
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. 

Q. 123. » Levit. xix. 32, 33 : Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, and 
fear thy God : I am the Losp. And if a stranger sojourn 
with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. Jrrov. xxxL' 
28 : Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her hus- 
band also, and he praiseth her. 1 Pet. iii, 6. Eph. v. 
21, 22, 2^: Sa)>nuttiiig yoorselyes one to another 14 the 
6 
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and yield willing obedience to all their lawfd com< 
mands and coansels. 

Q. 124. What promise is annexed to the fifth con^ 
T/iandment f 

A, God promises prolonged life and prosperity to 
those who faithfally obey this precept. 

Q. 125. What is the sixth commandment t 
A, Thou shall not kill. 

Q. 126. WJiat is enjoined in this commandment f 
A. We are taught so to fear and love God, who gave 
life to all men, as not to harbor malice,* or revenge* 
against our fellow-men, and not to take away our life, 
nor theirs,' except in case of public justice, or neces- 
sary self-defense, individual or national. Nor should 
we injure them,* either by sudden violence or in any 

ffear of God. Wives, submit yourselves nnto your own 
husbands, as nnto the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself 
for it. 

Q. 124. Eph. vi. 2, 3. 

Q. 125. Exod. XX. 13. 

Q. 126. * 1 John iii. 15 : Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer : and ye know that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him. ' Matth, xviii. 35: 8o likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their tres- 
passes. ' Eph. V. 29 : For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church. Matth. x. 23: But when they persecute you 
in this city, flee ye into another : for verily I say unto you/ 
Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the 
Son of man be come. * M^tth. v. 21, 22 : Ye have heard 
that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill ; 
and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment. But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg« 
ment : and whosoever shall say to his brother, Baca, shall^ 
be in danger of the council : but whosoever shall say, 
Thoa fool, tfaaU be in danger of hett firo. Frov. L 10, 11 ; 
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other manner ; 9r entice them to anj minoas vices, 
Buch as drunkenness, ^daelling, self-murder and the 
like. 

Q. 127. WhcU dfwttes are implied in this command- 
mentf 

. A* It implies, that instead of injuring our fellow- 
men, we should love them, pray for them, rejoice in 
their prosperity and seek to promote it^ by defending 
their rights,* and persons,' by favoring their interests,^ 
and seeking to reclaim them from all practices 
injurious to their life^ and well-being, temporal or 
spiritual. 

xvi. 29 : A violent man enticeth bis neighbor, and lead- 
eth him into the way that is not good. 1 Cor. zv. 33 : 
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 
manners. 

Q. 127. ' 1 Sam. xix. 4, 5 : And Jonathan spake good 
of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not 
the king sin against his servant, against David; because 
he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works 
have been to thee-ward very good. • For he did put his 
life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Lobd 
wrought a great salvation for all Israel : thou sawest it, 
and didst rejoice ; wherefore then wilt thou sin against 
innocent blood, to slay David without a cause ? * Prov. 
xxiv. 11, 12 : If thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain. 
If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not ; doth not he that 
pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepetb thy 
soul^dotb not he know it? and shall not he render to 
every man according to his works? * 1 John iii. 15. 
* Prov. i. 10, 11 : My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not. . If they say. Come with us, let us lay wait for 
blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause, 
^ Prov. xxiii. 29, 30: Who hath wo?, who hath sorrow? 
who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath 
wounds without cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? They 
that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to seek mixed 
winQ« 
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Q. 128. Whtdh ^ the seventh commafid^ent f 
A, Thou shall not commit aduUery^ 

Q. 129. WhoU does the seventh commandment teach f 
A. It teaches us so to love and fear our holy Gk>d^ as 
to abhor not only the act of adultery and every thifij^ 
leading thereto,* but also all other kinds of licentious- 
ness,' all unnatural lasts, all impure thoughts,^ oi' 
filthy conversation* or behavior,* that defile the body, 
^hicb God designed to be the temple of the Holy 
G-host.' 

Q. 130. What other duties do^ this commmidmertt 
enjoin? 

A, It teaches us to study and practice sincere chas- 
tity in thought,* wo!?d,* and conduct,^ by frequenting 
only chaste company,* reading only chaste books,* 
wearing modest apparel,* being temperate,'^ industri- 
ous in our calling,^ and avoiding all temptations to 
impurity,® lest we have our part in that lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone.*** 



Q. 128. Exod. XX. 14. 

Q. 129. * Heb. xiii. 4. v ■ Rom. xiii. 14 : But put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for th0 
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. 2 Sam. xiii. 14. Ezek. 
xxii. 11. Mark vi. 18. 1 Tim. i. 10. * Gal. v. 19, 21 : 
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these ; 
Adultery, fornication, ancleanDess, lascivionsness. Eovy- 
ings, murders, drunkenuess, revelings, and such like : of 
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. Matth. v. 28. * Eph, v. 4: 
Neither filtbiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient ; but rafther giving of thanks. * Prov. 
vi. 10, 13. • 1 Oor. vi. 17-19. 

Q. 130. * Col. iii.5i6: Mortifythereforevour members 
which are upon the earth ; fornication, unclean ness, inor- 
dinate affection, evil concnpisence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry. « Eph, v. .3-5 ; iv. 29. » 1 Thess. iv. 4, 6 { 
That every one of you should know how to possess )m 
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Q. 131. What is the eighth commandment t 
A, Thou shall not steal. 

Q, 132. What is enjoined on us in the eighiOi eon^ 
mandment ? 

A. That we should so love and fear God, the 
rightful owner of all things, as not to deprive our fel- 
low-men of what he has granted them, whether it be 
their property' or person,* either forcibly or by 
stealth f nor in any waj deceive or take advaiUtage 
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vessel in sanctification and honor. Not in the lust of con* 
cupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God. 

* Jrrov, ii. 18, 19: For her house inclineth unto death, 
and her paths unto the dead. None that go unto her re- 
turn again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 
1 Cor. V. 9-11. * 1 Cor. xv. 33 : Be not deceived : evil 
communications corrupt good manners. ' 1 Tim. ii. 9 : 
tn like manner also, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety ; not 
with broid^red hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. 
' 1 Pet. iv. 3:8 1 Tim. v. 13: And withal they learn to 
be idle, wandering about from bouse to house } and not 
only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things 
which they ought not. • Prov. v. 3, 5 ; vi. 25. ^° Rev. 
xxi. 8 : But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abom- 
jbable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone : wliich is the 
second death. 

Q. 132. ' Psalm Ixii. 10 : Trust not in oppression, and , 
become not vain in robbery ; if riches increase, set not ' 
your heart upon them. * 1 Tim. i. 10 : For whoremon- 
tgiers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for 
men-stealers/for liars, for perjured persons, and if there 
be any other thing that is contraiy to sound doctrine. 
^ Lev* xU. 11 : Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, 
neither lie one to another. Eph. iv. 27, 28. * 1 Thess^. 
iv. 6 : That no man go beyond £ind defraud hie brother in 
any matter : because that the Lord is the avenger of all 
/»nch, as we also have forewarned you and testified. 

* Pfov. "u, 1 ; XX. 10 : A false balance is abomination to 

5* 
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of them by fraudnlent contracts* or dealings, by false 
weights or measures,* by extortion,® or any other act 
of injilstice. 

Q. 133. What duties are implied in this command' 
mejU ? 

A, The eighth commandment implies, that we 
ishoald give to every one what is fairly his dne,* should 
practice truth^ and justice* in all our dealings, should 
protect the possessions of others, and use all just and 
Christian means to increase the property of our neigh- 
bors* as well as our own.* ^ 

Q, 134. Which is the niiith conumandmentf 
A. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor, 

Q. 135. What is commanded in this precept f 
A. This commandment teaches us so to fear and 
love the God of truth, as not to bear false witness 
against -our fellow-men either publicly or privately/ 
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the Lord : bnt a just weight is his delight. * Ezek. xxii. 
12 : In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood ; thou 
hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily 
gained of thy neighbors by extortion, and hast forgotten 
me, saith the Lord God. James v. 4. Mark viii. 36, 37. 

Q. 133. * Micah vi. 8 : He hath showed thee, man^ 
what is good ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ? * Psalm xv. 2, 4 : He that walketh uprightly, 
and worketh righteousness, and speaketb the truth in his 
heart. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; but he 
honoreth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to 
his own hurt, and changeth not. * Lev. xxv. 35. * Phil, 
ii. 4 : Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others. * Eph. iv. 28. Kccles. 
ix. 10. 

Q. 135. * Tit. iii. 2 : To speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto all men. 
Psalm ci. 5 : Whoso privily slandereth his neighbor, him 
Will I cut off; him that hath an high look and a proud 
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by peijnry,* lying' or slander ;* nor knowingly to de- 
fend a bad canse,^ by vindicating falsehood, error or 
vice ; nor unnecessarily to repeat injarioas reports^ 
whether true or false. 

Q, 136. What is implied in this commandment f 
A. It implies that we should ever love the truth* 
as well as practice and defend it in all our words and 
actions f that we should deal tenderly with the char- 
acter of our neighbor,® and defend it whenever we 
truthfully can ; that we should put the most favorable 
construction on all his actions,* and endeavor to pro* 
mote his good name,® as well as our own. 

Q. 137. Whai is the tenth commandment f 

A, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house^ 

heart will not I sufifer. * Prov. xix. 5 : A false witness 
shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall 
not escape. Lev. xix. 15. * Prov. xii. 22 : Lying lips 
are abomination to the Lord : but they that deal truly are 
his delight. Rev. xxi.8. * Eph. iv. 25 : Wherefore put- 
ting away lying, speak every man truth with his neigh- 
1>or; for we are members one of another. • Prov. xvii. 
15 : He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemn- 
eth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord. 
Jer. ix. 3, 

Q. 136. ^ 2 Thess. ii. 10 : And with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish ; because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be saved* 
i Cor. xiii. 6, * Acts xx. 27 : For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of 6od. ' Prov. xvii, 
9 : He that covereth a transgression seeketh love ; but he 
that repeateth a matter separateth very friends. * Psalm 
XV. 3. 1 Cor. xiii. 5 : Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seekpth not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh not 
evil. * 3 John, 3, 4 : For I rejoiced greatly, when the 
brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, 
even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children walk in truth. Bom. i. 8. 

Q. 137. Exod. XX. 17. 



tkou shfUfU Hot covet th)^ neighbor's wifet ^^ ^^ man'- 
qervani nor his maid'ServarUfnor his ox, nor his asSy 
por dny thing that. is thy neighbor's. 

Q, 138. WhcU sins are forbidden in the ienth com- 
mandment f 

A, It teaches us 90 to love Qod and find our delight 
^ hinif as not to desire/ enyy,' or grieve at the posr 
sessions of our neighbor, by indulging in feelings of 
aYarice, ambition, or sensual lust. 

. Q, 139. What duUea are enjoined in this command 
tJ9>ieint f 

A, That we should exercise confidence in the ex- 
cellence of the divine government,* and not only be 
contented' with our lot in life ; but also practice be- 
nevolence toward our neighbor, sincerely rejoicing" 
in his prosperity and lawful possessions.] 

§ XI. Fall and Dbprayztt of Mak. 

Q: 140. Did our first parents keep the aforenamed 

laws of God, and remc^n in their holy and happy state t 

A, No. Being tempted by Satan, they voluntarily 
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Q. 138. ' Luke, xii. 14 : And he said unto him, Man, 
who made me a judge .or a divider over yo^i? Gal. v. 
86: Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking 
one another, envying one another. 1 Cor. x. 10 ; 
yi. 10. 

Q. 139. ^ Psalm xcvii. 1 : The XiOrd reigneth, let the 
earth rejoice ; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 
• Heb. xiii. 5 : Let your conversation be without covet- 
<)U8ness ; and be content with such things as ye have : for 
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
Phil. iv. 11 : Kot that I speak in respect of want : for I 
have learned, in. whatsoever state I am, therewith to bo 
content. * Bom. xii. 16 : Eejoicfe with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep. Phil. ii. 4 : Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others. 



FALL A|fX> PS?BAVItT OF lt£4N. 5f 

tmp^re9se<} the coveoaaty and fell from tbeir original 
Condition^ 

Q4 141. j8y u>/ia< ctrcttmsianoc* was the gutU of their 
4rnf^9ffrf^on increased ? 

A, By the facta^ that their kind and merciful 
Fi^tber had given them every thing needfal for their 
happiness ; that they easily coald have obeyed, and 
had b^en warned against the fearfal eonseqnenceB of 
disobedience. 

Q. 142. "Whoi xoere the egrets of this disdbedkncey to 
pur j^st parents ? 

JL They fell from their holy and happy state to 
one of sin and misery, were bimished from Paradise, 
and brought np<^n themselves spiritnal, temporal and 
eternal, death.' 

Q. 140. Gen. ill. 4, 6, 7, 8, 13 : And the serpent said 
anto the woman, Ye shall not surelv die. And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat ; and 

fave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat* 
Cor. xi. 3: But 1 fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Ohrigrt. Hosea, 
vi. 7. Kom. V. 12 : Wherefore, as by one man si^ en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 

Q. 141. Gen. i. 29 : And God said, Behold, I have given 
you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all 
the earth, arid every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed ; to you it shall be for meat. Gen, ii. 17 : 
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thoa 
shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt snrely die. 

Q. 142. * Gen. iii. 24 : So he drove ont the man : and 
he placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubimSy 
and a flaming swcH^d which turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of life. * Rom. v. 12 : Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and death by ain; 
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Q, 143. What consequences did the fall of Adam and 
Eve entail on their posterity f 

A. Adam and E7e, having fallen from their primi- 
live holiness to a state of sin and misery, and having 
children in their own image ; their descendants are 
all bora with a depraved nature, and are* ntteriy un- 
able to fulfill God's holy law by their own strength. 

Q. 144. What then do you understand by natural 
depravity f 

A, It is that disorder and defilement of our entire 
nature, bodily and mental, introduced into the world 
by the fall of our first parents, and transmitted to 
their posterity, so that all men descending from them 
by ordinary generation, are born without the image 
of God, and evince by their actions want of holiness 
and a predisposition to sin. 
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and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned. 

Q. 143. Rom. iii. 10: As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one. Rom. viii. 7 : Because the carnal 
mind is enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. 

Q. 144. Rom. vii. 18, 24 : For I know that in me (that 
is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing : for to will is pre- 
sent with me ; but how to perform that which is good I 
find not. O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? Eph. ii. 1, 3 : And you 
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins : 
among whom also we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lasts of our flesh, fulfilling the desirds of the flesh 
and of the mind ; and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. Gen. v. 3: And Adam lived a hundre4 
and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after 
his image; and called his. name Seth. Gen. vi. 5,.ll : 
And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually. The earth also wag 
corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with vio- 
lenee. Jer. zvii. 9: The heart is ' deceitful above alt 
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0. 145. Is Adam's transgression charged to his poa* 
tentyf 

A. The fall of our first parents is the cause of our 
being born with a depraved nature, and of our being 
.placed in very diflferent. circumstances of probation 
from those before the fall, we having temptations from 
within, as well as from without ; but it is not charged 
to us iis personal guilt, since we had no share in its 
production, nor could possibly have prevented it. 

Q. 146. Do the Scriptures teach the tndividtial respon^ 
sibility of every person for his own actions ? 

A, They teach that the son shall not bear the ini- 
quity of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son ; but the soul that sinneth it shall 
die. 

Q, 147. Whai is actual sin ? 

I - — - — - - — ' 

things, and desperately wicked : who can know it ? Bom, 
iii. 10-19 : Prov. xxi. 4: A high look, and a proud heart, 
and the plowing of the wicked is sin. Ps. li. 5 : Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me. John iii. 6 : That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; and that which Is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Q. 146. Ezek. xviii. 20: The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son : the 
righteousness of the righteou^ shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. Matth. xvi. 
27. Deut. xxiv. 16 : The fathers shall not be pat to death 
for the children, neither shall the children be put to death 
for the fathers : every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin. Rev. ii. 23 ; xx. 12 : And I saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before God ; and the books were opened : 
and another book was opened, which is the book of life : 
and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works. 2 Cor. v. 
10 : For we mast all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things dobe in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
er bad. 
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A. Sin IB tbe transgression of the law» or any act 
of a moral agent in thought, word or deed, either toI* 
tintarj or from habit, which is a Tiolation of. any 
known law of G-od, or is not conformed to it. 

Q, 148. Is the guHt of aU transgressors equal in de* 
^ee? 

A, No. The gnilt of sin differs according to the 
dignity of the person sinned against, according to the 
light possessed and the favors received by the sinner, 
as well as various other circamstances, in which the 
act is committed. 

Q. 149. What are the pumshments cf smin the pres- 
ent Ufef 

• A, God in righteous jndgment may withhold his 
Holy Spirit, leaving the sinner to the hardness of his 
heart, and blindness of his mind ; he has also cnrsed 

Q. 147. 1 John ill. 4 : Whosoever committeth sin trana- 
gresseth also the law : for sin is the transgression of the 
Taw. Gal. iii. 10: For as many as are oif the works of the 
law arfrunder the curse : for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 

Q. 148. Luke xii. 47 : And that servant, which knew 
his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
Matth. xii. 31, 32 ; Wherefore I say unto you. All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men : but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against th^ 
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him : but whosoever 
apeaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgives 
him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come* 
John ix. 41 . xv. 22. Acts xvii. 30 : And the times of 
this ignorance God winked at ; but now commandeth aU 
men everywhere to repent. James iv. 17. 

Q. 149. Gen. vi. 3 : And the Loan said, My spirit shall 
not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh ; yet 
his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. Gen. iii« 
17 : And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast heark* 
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thB ^oand, and often sends varioas temporal judg* 
mentis, aJBfecting either oar persons, families, or 
estates. 

Q. 150. What pumshment must sinners expect tn tha 
world to coivte? 

A, After having heard their sentence of condemna- 
tion at the judgment bar, sinners will foe banished for- 
ever fmm the folissfnl presence of God and the society 
of holy spirits, and be cast into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and bis angels, where their worm 
dietb not, and the fire is not qaenched. 

§ XII. Of ths Flan of Salvation. 

Q. 151. BtU could not God, as a merciful being, par- 
don our sins without punishing us^ if we repent and for- 
saJce them ? 

A,. No ; for as we have sinned voluntarily, against 
light and love, we are conscious of deserving the dis- 
pleasure of a just God ; and as our sins,, if unpunished, 
would impair the influence of his moral government 

ened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not 
eat of it ; cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shait 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 

Q. 150. 2 Thess. i. 9 : Who shall be punished ^ith ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power. Mark ix. 4B, 44 : And if thy han4 
offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into 
life maimed, than having two bands to go into hell, into 
the fire that never siiall be quenched. Where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Q. 151. Exod. XX. 5 : Thoa shalt not bow down thy- 
self to them, nor serve them : for I the Loan thy God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fothers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
bate me. Deut. zxiv. 16. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Isaiah xlii. 
21 : The Loud is well pleased for his righteonsness' sake ; 
he will magnify the law, and make it honorable. Heb. iz. 
6 
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over other rational creatures ; it is necessary that the 
penalty shoald be endured as a satisfaction, made to 
the violated law, either by ourselves or some one else 
fpr us, that others may be deterred from sin 

Q. 152. Are we able to make this scUitfctctum our- 
selves f 

A, No ; we cannot of ourselves even repent of our 
sins, and if by divine grace we are converted, our best 
services are so imperfect, as not to merit acceptance 
even for the presejit ; much less can our good works 
at any time exceed the requirements of the law, and 
make satisfaction for past sins. 

Q, 153. Conld any mere creaiure make sattsf action for 
us} 

A, No; for no creature, not even an archangel, 
could bear the weight of God's indignation at the sins 

.22: And almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 
Rom. i. 18, 32 : For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteoasness of 
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness. Who, know- 
ing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 
things are worthy of death, not only do the «ame, but have 
pleasure in them that do them. Bom. vL 23 : For the wages 
of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Deut. xxvii. 26. 

Q. 152. Job iz. 2, 3 : I know it is so of a truth ; but 
how should man be. just with God? If he will contend 
with him, be cannot answer him one of a thousand. Job 
XV. 14, 15, 16^ What is man, that he should be clean? 
and he which is born of a woman, that he should- be 
righteous ? Behold, he putteth no trust in hia saints ; yea, 
the heavens are not clean in his sight. How much more 
abominable and £1 thy is man, which drinketh iniquity like 
water ? Matth. vi. 12. Isaiah Uiv. 6. 

Q. 153. Bev. v. 3, 6 : And no man in heaven, nor in 
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, 
neither to' look thereon.- And I beheld, and, lo, in the 
midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst 



OF THE PLAN or SALVATION. €8 

of tlw world ; nor' could any creature perform more 
good works than the law requires for himself; hence 
none of them could be applied to the benefit of 
others. 

Q, 154. Has God therefore left our guHty race intheir 
fallen and undone condition, to perish without remedy, ? 

A, No ; God so loyed the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
shonld not perish, bat have everlasting life. 

Q. 155. Why could the Son of God accomplish this 
ioorkf which no creature was able to do f 

A, Because, being divine, and himself the law- 
giver, he was not under the law, and owed it no 
obedience for himself; therefore when he assumed our 
nature, and in it perfectly fulfilled the law, and died 
upon the cross, he did it not for himself, bat in oar 
stead. 

Q. 156. Why was it further necessary that the Re- 
deemer should he God ? 

A, In order that he coald support his human na- 
ture, when enduring the divine displeasure at sin ; as 
also that his sufferings and obedience might have 

worth and efficacy alike to redeem us from the curse 

' ■ • I.I. ■ ■ ■ t I ■ 

of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth. Psalm, xlix. 7, 8: 
None of them can by any means redeem "his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him. (For the redemption of 
their soul is precious, and it ceaseth forever.) Ezek. 
xviii. 20. 

Q. 154. John iii. 16. Q. 155. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 

Q. 156. Rora. ix. 5: Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ catne, who is over 
ali^ Ood blessed forever. Amen. Is. vii. 14. 1 Pet. iii. 
18 : For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the jast 
for the unjnst, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, bat quickened by the Spirit. Acts 
ii 24 Isaiah liii. 8 ; He was taken from prison and from 
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of the law, to reconcile ns to God, and to purcbaSo 
for us a title to hearen, with all the graeioas aid re* 
qaisite for our perseverance unto the end. * 

Q. 157. Why was it necessary that the diviiie Redeemer 
sh<^dd as^wme human nature f 

A. It was necessary that he shoald become man, 
that he might be able to snfifer and die,^ which as 
God he could not ; and it was proper that he should 
make intercession for us in our nature,^ that he might 
have a fellow-feeling* fpr oijr infirmities. 

Q. 158. Why v)asit necessary that the Redeemer should 
possess these two natures in one person ? 

^, In order that, as representative of both natures, 
he could reconcile God and man;^ also that the 

a I I « ■ m^ ■■■■■ wpw I ■■ ■ ^^»^— I I ■ p» ■ > ■ I ■ ■■ ■■ ,1 ^ ■■ ■■ , 1 _ ■« ■■■ ■ ■■■■■■■» »mmu 

judgment: and who shall declare -his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living : for the trans* 
gression of my people was be stricken. 1 John i. 2. Jer. 
xxiii. 6. 2 Tim. 1. 10 : But is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. John vi. 51. 

Q. 157. ^ Heb. ii. 14 : Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of fiesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same ; that through death he might de- 
stroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devtt^ 
Bom. viii. 3 : For what the law could not do, in that it waa 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh. ^ Heb. vii. 24, 25 : But this man, because he eon- 
tinueth ever, hath an unch$kngeab1e priesthood. Where^ 
fore he is also able to save them to the uttermost that com9 
unto Gpd by him, seeing he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them. * Heb. iv. 15 : For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in* 
Amities ; but was in all points tempted like as we are^ yet 
without sin. 

Q. 158. * 1 Pet. ii. 6 : Wherefore also it is contained in 
the scripture Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, 
elect, precious : and he that believeth on him shall not bft 
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proper work of both natures might be accepted of 
God for Hs, and we might trust iu them as the works 
of the one person, the godman, Jesas Christ.' 

Q, 159. Why IS the Redeemer called Jesus, or Savior f 
A, Because he saves his people from their sins. 

Q. 160. Why 18 he termed (Jhrist, or Messiah, thai ts, 
the Anointed? 

A. Because he was anointed by the Holy Ghost 
(Psalm xIt. 7), to be our prophet, priest and king. 

Q, 161. Why is he called our prophet f 

A. Because he is the great teacher come from God, 
who either personally or by his word and Spirit, in 
all ages, teaches us all things needful for salvation. 

Q. 162. Why is he our priest f 
A, Because, as a merciful high priest, he once for 
all, freely offered himself a sacrifice for the sins of the 

Gonfounded. Matth. iii. 17 : And lo a voice from heaven, 
saying, This ia my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
* 1 Tim. ii. 5 : For there is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus. John i. 14 : 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among ns, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. John iii. 16. 

Q. 159. Matth. i. 21. Acts iv. 12 : Neither is there 
salvation in any other : for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we rouat be saved. 

Q. 161. John iii. 2 : The same came to Jesus by night, 
and said unto him. Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God : for no man can do these rairaeles that 
thou doest, except God be with him. Heb. i. 1, 2. Acts 
iii. 22 : For Moses truly said unto the fi&thers, A prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your breth- 
ren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in all things whatso- 
ever he shall say unto you. 

Q. 162. Heb. ii. 17 : Wherefore in all things it behooved 

him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be 

a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 

t}e4» to make reeoneiliatum for the sins of the ipQople. 

6* 
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;rorld, to reconcile us to God, and ever liveth to 
make intercession for all who come to God by him. 

Q, 163. Why is lie termed king ? 

A, Because, as prince and Savior^ he collects from 
the world, those who give heed to the call of his word 
and Spirit, forms them into a church, or kingdom of 
heaven upon e^rth, gives them laws, oflBcers, and the 
power of discipline,* making all things work together 
for their good f and will not give up the kingdom 
until he has put all enemies under his feet.^ 

Q. 164. How was the Son of Ood horn into the world f 

A. He was miraculously conceived of the Holy 

Ghost, and born of the virgin Mary, thus assuming a 

true human body, and a reasonable soul, yet without 

sin. 

Q. 165. How does it a'ppear, thai Jesus cf Nazareth is 
the promised Messiah, or Mediator of the New Covenant? 

A, It is evident from the declarations of the an- 
cient prophets, that the Messiah should appear be* 
fore the sceptre* or civil power had departed from 

Heb. vii. 25 : Wherefore he is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. 

Q. 163. 1 Acts V. 31 : Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, for to give repent- 
ance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. ^ Matth. ill. 2; 
xviii. 17, 18. ® Rom. viii. 28: And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to bis parpose. * 1 Cor. 
XV. 25. 

Q. 164. John i. 14 : And the Word was made flesh* 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace. ana 
truth. Matt. xxvi. 38. Heb. iv. 15 : For we have not a 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as W^ 
are, yet without siu. 

Qri65. * Gen.zlix. 10: The sceptre shall not depart 
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the Jews, whilst the second temple* was yet standing; 
and at the expiration of Daniel's prophetic weeks.* 

Q. 166. What else was foretold concerning himf 
A, That he should be descended from the tribe of 
Juds^h, and family of David/ and be born of a virgin,* 
at Bethlehem^.in Jndea ; all which was fulfilled with 
wonderful accuracy in Jesus of Nazareth, and in him 
alone. 

Q, 167. Why is this New Covenant called the Covenant 
of grace? 

A. Because the ground on which pardon is offered 
to sinners, is a gracious one ; being not their own 

from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
iShiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be. * Mai. iii. 1 : Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me : and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
jnessen^er of the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, 
he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. ^ Dan. ix. 24, 25, 
26 : Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, find to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
jkiiquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most 
Holy. K now, therefore, and understand, that from the go- 
ing forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem, unto the Messfah the Prince, shall be seven weefc8> 
and threescore and two weeks : the street shall be built 
iagain, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after 
threescore and two week? shall Messiah be cut ofi; but 
toot for himself: and the people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war desolations are determined. 

Q. 166. * Isaiah xi. 1 : And there shall come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 
his roota, • Isaiah vii. 14 : Therefore the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign : Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name ImmanueL 
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work, bat the nctire and passive righteoosness of 
Chtkit, that is, his perfect fulfillment of the law and 
-his atoning sufferings and death. 

Q. 168. Whai are the benefits provided by this cove- 
nant? 

A, Thej embrace pardon of sin and a title to 
heaven ; together with directing, sustaining and sane* 
tifjing grace. 

Q, 169. How may the work of redemption by Christ be 
summarily stated ? 

A, It is the vicarious endurance of incalculable 
suffering, and perfect fulfillment of the divine law bj 
the blessed Savior, by which fall atonement was made 
and salvation purchased for all mankind, to be offered 
to them on conditions made possible by divine grace 
to all, to whom the gospel is published. 

Q. 170. Wko are the persons embraced in this cow- 

nant? 



* Micah V. 2 : But thou, 3eth4ehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thoiisauds of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel ; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. 

Q. 167. £ph. ii. 8,9: For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and tbat not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God t 
^ot of works, lest any man should boast. Bom. iii. 24, 25^ 

Q. 169. Isaiah liii. 5, 6 : But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and with bif 
stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have gone 
astray ; we have turned every one to his own way ; and 
the Load hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 1 Pet, 
ii. 24. 1 John ii. 2 : And he is tne propitiaUon for our 
sins : and not for ours only, but a]so for the sins of the 
Whole world. Bom. iii. 25. Gal. iii. 13: Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
jBurse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree. 
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A. All who in conseqnence of Adam's fall are 
born depraved beings,' that is, the whole haman 
family,* not excepting those who reject the ofifered 
salvation and perish forever.' 

Q. 171. On what conditions are the hleseings of tMs 
covenant bestowed on men f 

A, Under the gospel dispensation, the only condi- 
tion of justification is a living faith in the Redeemer. 

Q, 172. Are we able to j^erform this condition without 
the aid of divine grace ? 

A. No ; faith is the gift of God, wrought b^ the 
Holy Spirit through the means of grace, in the heart 
of every penitent and seeking sinner, who faithfully 
uses them. 

Q. 170. * Rom. V. 18 : Therefore, as by the offense of 
one judgment came ufpon all men to condemnation ; even 
80 hy the righteousness of one the free gift came upon aU 
men unto justification of life. ' Heb. ii. 9 : But we see 
Jei^us, who was made a little lower than the angels, for 
the sufiering of death, crowned with glory and honor; 
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every 
man. * 2 Pet. ii. 1. Rom. xiv. 15. 

Q. 171. John iii. 16, 36 : For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lipveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him. Gal. ii. 16 : Knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
(Tesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not bv the works of the law : for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified. 1 fet. i. 8, 9 : 
Whom having not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now 
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory : Receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

Q. 172. Bph. ii. 8 : For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and tnat not of yourselves : it is the gift of God. 
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Q. 173. Is this gracious aid offered to aU who Tiear the 
word f 

A, Yes. The Savior knocks at the door of every 

sinner's heart, and enters and takes up his abode, 

wherever he is welcomed. 

Q. 174. At what time is the believer justified f 

A, The moment he exercises the first act of living 

faith, his sins are pardoned, and he is entitled to the 

benefits of the covenant. 

§ XIII. Means of Grace. 

Q, 175. How does the Holy Spir^ offer and apply the 
benefits of this covenant to men f 

A. Through the appointed means of grace. 

Q. 176. Which are these means f 

A, All the ordinances of God's appointment are 
means of grace, such as hearing the preached word,* 
reading the Scriptures,* prajer, singing psalms and 
hymns, self-examination, the sacraments,' the inci- 
dents of Providence* and religious education. 

John 1. 12 : But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
Delieve on his name. 

Q. 173. Is. xlv. 22 ; Iv. 1. Matth. xi. 28-30. 

Q. 174. Bom. v. 1 : Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Q. 176. ' 1 Cor. i. 18, etc. : For the preaching of th« 
cross is to them that perish, foolishness ; but unto us 
which are saved, it is the power of God. Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
• Acts xvii. 11: These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were bo\ ^ Matth. xxviii. 19 : Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. * Deut. vi. 7: And 'thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the wa/i 
Nid' when thou liest down, aad when thou risest npt. 
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Q, 177. Do these means in themselves possess sufflcierU 
power to awaken, convert, and sanctify sinners, withovi 
the aid qf the Holy Spirit f 

A: They do not. But wherever they are faithfully 
employed, the Spirit's influence accompanies 1;hem. 
We should therefore use them faithfully, and earnestly 
pray God to vender them effectual. 

Q. 178. Are the influences of the Spirit confined to the 
use of these means ? 

A, Ordinarily they are ; and as long as we neglect 
the means of grace, we have no reason to expect the 
divine blessing. 

Q. 179. Do the sacraments exert their sdlvtary inflv/- 
ence on those, who merely receive them outwardly, with- 
out suitable preparation of mind f 

A. They do not ; for the nature of the sacraments 
requires not only the outward rite, but also the an- 
swer of a good conscience toward God;' and Simon, 
the sorcerer, was in the gall of bitterness and the 
bonds of iniquity, though he had been baptized.' 



Q. 177. Mattb. xxviii. 19, 20. Acts ii. 42, 46: And 
they contiued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fel- 
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And 
they, contiBuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from hoase to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart. 1 Cor. i. 21. 

Q. 178. Luke vii. 30 : But the Pharisees and lawyers 
rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him. 

-. Q. 179. * 1 Pet. iii. 21 : The like figure whereun to even 
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. * Acts 
viii. 13, 23 : Then Simon himself believed also : and when 
lie was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, 
.bejiolding the miracles and signs which were done. — For 
j perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and ip 
Uie bond of iniquity. 
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Q. 180. Whilst God always blesses the truth whenfaitK* 
fvlly used J does he not sometimes grant special outpour- 
ings of his Holy Spirit to those who pray for thtm f 

A, He has often done so to his ancient people, as 
at pentecost, when three thousand, and afterward 
when five thousand souls were added to the church. 

Q, 181. Has God promised such special outpourings 
of his Spirit in the loiter days of his churdif 

A, The prophets have foretold, that in the latter 
days he will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh ; so 
that multitudes shall be converted, and the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea. 

$. 182. Is it the duty of Christians to pray for seasons 
of revival, or for outpourings of the Holy Spirit f 

A. Our blessed Lord himself has taught us to praj, 
that his kingdom may come ; and the prophets com- 

Q. 180. Acts ii. 41 : Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized : and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand seals. Acts v. 14 ; yiii. 
6, 6 ; xi. 19-24 ; xiv. 1. 

Q. 181. Is. xi. 9: They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover tho sea. Heb. ii. 
14 : Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil. Joel ii. 28, 29 : And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, youi^ 
young men shall see visions. And also unon the servants 
and upon the handmaids in those days will 1 pour out my 
spirit. 

Q. 182. Matth. vi. 10. Is. Ixii. 6, 7 : I have set watch- 
men upon thy walls, Jerusalem, which shall never hold 
their peace day nor night : ye that make mention of the 
Lord, keep not silence. And give him no rest, till he es- 
tablish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 
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mand as not to keep silence, bnt to give the Lord no 
rest, until he revive his work and make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth. 

jgr § XIV. Op Prayer. 

[g. 183. WhaJt is prayer ? 

A, Prayer is the expression of the sincere desires 
of the heart,' for* things agreeable to the divine will, 
orally or mentally addressed to God, in the name of 
Christ;' accompanied by confession of our sins,' inter- 
cession for others,^ and devout thanksgiving and wor- 
ship. 

Q, 184. For what objects are we to pray f 
A, We may not pray for miraculous help or deliv- 
erance, or for success even in a lawful undertaking, 
whilst we neglect to use the appointed means ; but 
being diligent and faithful in discharging our duty, 
we are taught to pray for success, and in behalf of 
ourselves and others, to solicit every needed blessing 
as well for the body' as the soul, and especially to pray 
for the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom.' 

Q, 185. How does the Scrtptwre teach us to pray f 
A. It teaches us not to utter mere words of for- 

Hab. iii. 2 : Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was 
afraid : Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 
in the midst of the years make known ; in wrath remember 
mercy. 

Q. 183. ' Psalm Ixii. 8 : Trust in him at all times ; ye 
people, pour out your heart before him : God is a refuge 
for ns. Selah. Jer. xxix. 18. James iv. 3. ' John ziv. 
13. » Luke xviii. 13. * 1 Tim. ii 1. 

Q. 184. * Matth. vi. 11 : Give us this day our daily 

bread. ' Matth. vi. 10 : Thy kingdom come. Thy wiU 

.be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Matth. ix. 38 : Pray 

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 

forth laborers into his harvest. Is. Ixii. 7. 

Q. X85. ' Matth. zv. 8 : Jlhis people draweth nigh unto 
T 
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■iftlit?,' nor to use Tain repetittoDa as the heBtben 
do;' but to pray in spirit,' and to preaent onr daily 
Bup plication 8 in the name of Christ ;* to avoid unne- 
cessary publicity,' and to sabmit onr will to that of 
onr heavenly Father ; fully assured that he will grant 
Ds bis blessing in the time ai>d saaDQeT, which hia in 
finite wisdom sees to be ifeat.' 

Q. 186. What prdySr did oiir Savior leave OK ncord 
for OUT instTuction? 

A. The Lerd'i prayer, whiiih is desired to ttttcb 
iii the proper mhje«ts, the spirit «Ad style of prayer. 
We may also with propriety occasionally use it ill 
public, and eapeciatly private' worship, in coanectioQ 
with extemporaoeons prayer, offering oar petitions in 
the hame of Christ' 

Q. 187. What may VK learn from the ^itroduction to 
ihe Lord's prayer? 

A. The IntrodncUon, " Our Father who art m 
■heaven," teaches as that in social* as well as indi- 
vidual prayer, we shoald ever draw near to Ood with 

me with their-Biontb, and honoreth me with their lips ; 
-bot l^etr heart is fat from me. ' Mattb. vi. T : But wbeD 
je pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do, for 
they think that they shall be heard for their much speak- 
ing. " Jolin iv. 24. * Join jiv. 13. ' Matth. vi. '8. 
-• Ps. ciii. 13, 14. 

■ Q. 186. ■ Matth. -ri. 6, 9 T But thin, when «wm ■praj- 
est, enter into thy closet, aiid when thou hast shut thjr 
door, pray to thy S^ther which is in Secret; andtby 
jward thee openlt. 
Our Father wMen 
ic. «JrtniXiv.U. 
. 'Ps. stxvU: 4: 
he alafl 'give ttlda 
i. 14. 1 JitAa a. 
re tff 'Mtt, beCaOSTe 
096 thidfFs thit 'aiite 
tr ye theb, Itiiog 
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re^renxtial dcnre' and fiHal confidence, as to enr hea- 
Ttoly Father, tbe aathor of oar being and creietor of 
•11 thidi^ ; and should cherish the joyfd assurance 
ttet S6 a father loveth his children,^ so will the Lord 
love as, if we trust in him and call apon his name. 

^. 188. What 4oeg1ike flirst 'petition teach us f 
A. The first petition, *^ Hallowed he thy naane,'^ 
implies that tbe name of God, representing a Being 
df infinite -eKoelienoe and dignity, shoald aeyer be nsed 
irreverently or profanely;' and teaches as that God 
himself is.tke proper object of supreme love and wor- 
riiip to rational beings : because his character assares 
ns, that be will so gOYern the world, as to promote 
tbe bigbest welfare of his creatures ^' hence we shoald 
pray -and labor that his name might be everywhere 
hallowed by parity of doctrine and holiness of lif^. 

Q. 189. What does the second petition teach v/s f 
A, Tbe. second petition, ^' Thy kingdom come,^' 
teaches us earnestly to desire the progress of the 
kingdom of God,' as the kingdom of righteousness, 
which gives glory to God in the highest, peace upon 
earth, and good-will amongst men ;'and shows us oar 
duty to labor and pray for its advancement' in oar 
own hearts^ and all around us. 

evil, know how to give good gifts unto vour children : how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ? 

Q. 188. * Ezod. XX. 7 : Thou shalt not take the name of 
the LoBD thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. ' Psalm xcvii. 1 : 
The Loan reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the multi- 
tude of isles be glad thereof. 

Q. 189. ' Matth. vi. 10. « Luke ii. 14 : Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good wUl toward men. 
• Matth. ix. 38. * Lake xvii. 21 : Neither shall they say, 
Xro here I ojt, Lo there 1 for, behold, the kingdom of God is 
within you. 
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Q, 190. What do you learn from the third petitttmf ' 
A, The third petition, " Thy will he done on earth 
as it is in heaven^^^ teaches us not to suflFer^ onrselves 
to be governed either by our own sinful hearts, by the 
world, or the devil ; but to acknowledge the will* of 
God, revealed in his word, as onr only unerring rule 
of faith and practice : earnestly striving, that we and 
all men, may at all times do the will of onr heavenly 
Father, with that fidelity, purity and zeal, which 
characterize the angels of heaven. 

Q. 191. What does the fourth petition teach? 

A. The fourth petition, '*Giv€ us this day our 
daily bread,^^ teaches, that by our own merits we have 
no claim even to the food we daily eat ;' but that this 
as well as all the other bounties of God's providencfe, 
such as health, fruitful seasons, raiment, house and 
home and other property, are his free gifts," for which, 
together with his blessing on them, we must daily 
pray and be thankful.^ 

^— ^ III I I I I III. Ill — .^»»— — «» I w 

Q. 190. » 1 Pet. iv. 3 : For the time past of our life 
may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revelings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries. 
* Isaiah xxxiii. 22 : For the Lord is our judge, the Lord 
is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king ; he will save us. 
Matth. V. 17, 18. Matth. xxii. 30 : But are as the angels 
of God in heaven. 

Q. 191. * Gen. xxxii. 10 : I am not worthy of the least 
of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 
showed unto thy servant ; for with my staff I passed over 
this Jordan ; and now I am become two bands. • Gen. 
t 29 ; And God said. Behold, I have given you every 
herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
se^d ; to you it shall be for meat. Matth. vi. 31-33. « Ps. 
ciii. 1, 3; xcii. 1, 2. 1 Tim. vi. 6-8. 1 Gor. x. 31: 
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God. 
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Q. 192. What may we learn from ^ej^fth petition f 
A, Tbe fifth petition, '* Forgive U8 our trespi9>s8e8 
U8 toe forgive those who trespass against ias," ac- 
knowledges that we are all sinners,* justly liable to 
Qod's displeasure ; but teaches us humbly and peni- 
tently to pray for pardon and acceptance for Christ^s 
sake,' for the forgiveness of our daily shortcomings, 
for a joyful hope through grace, and for strength to 
forgive aU our enemies as we hope to be forgiven by 
God.» 

Q, 193. What does the sixth petition teach us f 
A. The sixth petition, ** Lead us not into temptO' 
tiouj but deliver us from evilj" implies that God 
tempteth no man, nor is he tempted to evil,* and 
teaches us to pray that as he has placed us in a state 
of trial in this life,' he would make us sensible of tbe 
dangers surrounding us, and watchftil against the 
temptations of the devil,' the world and our sinful 
hearts -* that he would so preserve us by his grace, 
that we may never fall into sin,* but come out of every 
trial conquerors and more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 

Q. 192. » Ps. cxxx. 3. « 1 John L 9 : If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive ns our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. * Matth. xviii. 
35 : So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his bro- 
ther their trespasses. Luke xi. 4. 

Q. 193. » James i. 13. « Matth. xxvi. 41 : Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation : the spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. * 1 Pet. v. 8 ; Be sober, 
be vigilant ; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketb about, seeking whom he may devour. Job ii.2. 
* Luke xxi. 34. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged mih surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life^ and so that day come 
upon you unawares. Jlmes i. 4. ** 2 Pet. i. 10, 11 : 
w herefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
7* 
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Q. 194. WhcU does the Conclusion teach T 
A, From the conclusion : " For thine 19 the king' 
dom, the power and the glory forever, — Jwien," we 
learn that as- Gtod is the king of heaven and earth, 
and reigns over all things with almighty power, with 
bonndless goodness and glory,* we should rely not on 
our imperfect righteousness, but on his love and mercy 
for answers to our prayers ; should magnify the riches 
of his grace through life, fully assured that when our 
pilgrimage on earth is ended, he will receive us 
into that everlasting rest, which remaineth for his 
people."] 

§ XV. Thb Gospel Call. 

Q, 195. Row is the work of grace, hy which sinners are 
brought into the kingdom of Qody commenced? 

A. The Holy Spirit begins the work of grace in 
na by calling us through the preached word, and other 
appointed meftosi directing our attention to the evi- 
dences of OQX depravity and guilt, as well as to the 
offers of salvation. 

O. 196. Cannot the sinner awaken himself to a sense 
of his sinfulness and danger, without the aid of divine 
grace f 

A. He cannot : but though oar natural strength 

% I - I ■ .1 .1 H 111 I ■ ■ ■ 

your calling and election sure : for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall. 

Q. 194. ^ Ps. xcvii 1: The Lord reigneth; let the 
earth rejoice ; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 
* Heb. iii. 9 : When your fathers tempted me, proved me, 
and saw my works fortyyears. 

Q. 195. 2 Tim. i. 9 : W ho hath saved us, and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, bat ac- 
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began. Eph. iv. 2-10. 
2 Cor. V. 20 : Now then we are embassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech ^ou by us : we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. Matth. xzli. 14 
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is ii^afiBciQUt ; yet by the ncl]( proyisioBS pf di?jne 
grace, salvation is broaght within the reach of q^U 
wlio^bear the gospel call. 

Q. 197. JP^a^ ^i^ ta ^Ae recLson, thai so many rej^ 
th^ coUl^ a{nd r^vse the offers of salvation f 

A, The reason is found not i« any irresidihle inr 
fluence of natural depravity, nor in the want of natu-' 
ral ability, which is fully compensated by the aid of 
the Holy Spirit ; bat in the voluntary and crimijial 
choice of the sinner to continue in sin. 

Q. 198. How does Ood regard and treat this choice or 
determination of the sinner f 

A, Not as the result of any necessity, nor as. i|i 
any sense the sinner's misfortune or excusci but solely 
as his own deliberate, criminal choice and heinoufi 
guilt. 

Ill I - ■ — ■ — • _^ — ^^^^^^^^^_ 

Q. 196. John vi. 44, 65 : No man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father which hath sept me draw him : and I will 
raise him tip at the last* day. And he said. Therefore I 
said unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto bim of my Father. John iii. 16 ; For 
<3k)d so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Sou, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Rom. v. 18, 19. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11, 18, 32. Matth. xxiii. 37 : Jerusaletfa, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are%ent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
ner*chickens under her wings, and ye would not I 

Q. 197. John v. 40 : And ye will not come t%me, that 
ye might have lifie. Acts vii. 51 : Ye stiffnecked and 
gpcircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost : as your fathers did, so do ye. 

Q. 198. Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26. Rom iii. 19 : Now we know 
• that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who 
^re under the law : that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before God. James i. 13, 
14, 15 : Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
ot God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
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Q, 199'. Wko among those that are thtLs cdUed, are 
chosen to eternal life f 

A, Of the many who are called, only those are 
elected, who giving heed to the call, yield their hearts 
to the inflnences of grace, believe in the Lord Jesas 
Christ and persevere unto the end. 

§ XVI. The Great Change, or Conversion. 

Q. 200. How does Qod illuminate the mind of the 
sinner f 

A, When we give heed to the gospel call, and pray 
tor divine light; then God who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, shines into our hearts and en- 
lightens our understandings ; begins the new life in 
the soul and gives us new and spiritual views of di- 
vine things. 

Q. 201. WUl the Holy Sjgtrit enlighten those, who disre- 
gard his call, and resist his sacred iiifiuencesf 

A, He certainly will not. But those, who being 
often reproved, continue to harden their necks, he 
sometimes gives over to a reprobate mind, so that the 

tempteth he any man. Ezek. xviii. 31 ; xxxiii. 11 : Say 
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways ; for why will ye die, house of Israel ? Luke 
xiv. 16-^4. Hosea xiii. 9. Matth. xxiii. 37. 

Q. igy. Acts XX vi. 18. Matth. xxii. 14 : For many 
are called but few are chosen. Psalm Ixxxi. 11, 12. 

Q. 200. 2 Cor. iv. 6. Ephes. i. 17. Acts xxvi. 18 : To 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 1 Cor. ii. 12 : 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the spirit which is of God; tliat we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God. 
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things pertaining to their peace, are hidden from their 
eyes and they are beyond hope. 

Q. 202. How does the Holy Spirit work conviction for 
sin, in the illuminated and' inquiring sinner ? 

A, Through the truth, presented in some way or 
other, the Holy Spirit imparts to the seeking sinner 
new and spiritual views of his depravity, as well as 
an anxious concern- on account of that just condem- 
nation, denounced upon him by the law of God. 

Q. 203. Why are the convictions of some converts 
deeper than those of others f 

A. Either because they were greater sinners than 
others, or because, being more obedient to the Spirit's 

Q. 201. Prov. xxix. 1 : pe that being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy. Rom. i. 28 : And even as they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
convenient. Hosea iv. 17: Luke xix. 42: Saying, If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes. Psalm Ixxxi. 11, 12. Rom. ix. 18. 
1 Sam. vi. 6 : Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, 
as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? 
when he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they 
not let the people go, and they departed ? Rev. xxii. 11. 
Heb vi. 4, 8. Heb. x. 23-31. 

Q. 202. Acts ii. 37, 38 : Now when tbey heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do ? Then Peter said unto them. Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Ezek. xxxvi. 31 : Then shall ye remember your 
own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniqui- 
ties and for your abominations. Psalm li. 4 2 Cor. 
vii. 11. 
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infla^aee, they are taught to see their sina more 
clearly, or are more faithful in self-examination. 

Q. 204. Why do some remain longer under conviction 
than others, before th^ surrender their hearts to God 
and obtain hope of pardon ? 

A. Either because they still cherish some secret 
lust, and are not willing to renounce all their sins ; or 
they may have erroneous views of the conditions on 
which pardon is bestowed ; or a melancholy tempera- 
ment may retard their hope. 

Q. 205. WhaJt is the first duty^ which the Scriptures 
urge upon the convicted sinner f 

A, The constant and immediate duty of every un- 
converted sinner, is to repent and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Q, 206. Has the sinner power to perform this duty f 
A. Not in his own strength ; but by the gracious 
aid of God he can do it, for which it is his duty im- 
mediately to pray. 

Q. J207. How are true penitence and faith wrought in 
the soul of the convicted sinn&r f 

Q. 203. Heb. ii. 2, 3 : For if the word spoken by angels 
was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompense of reward; how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him. Psalm Ixxviii. 17, 32, 
56 : And they sinned yet more against him by provoking 
the most High in the wilderness. 

Q. 205. Acts iii. 19 : Kepent ye therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
Acts ii. 38. Mark i. 15 : And saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand : repent ye, and be- 
lieve the Gospel. Acts xvi. 31 : And they said. Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house. Luke xxiv.*47. 

Q. 206. Phil. iv. 13 : 1 can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me. 
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A, Whilst the convicted sinner is endeavonng to 
repent und believe in Christ, by reflecting on his own 
guilt and helplessness, as well as on the goodness of 
God in providing a Savior, and is praying for grace 
to trust in him ; the Spirit works in his heart a godly 
sorrow for his sins and enables him to trust, that is, 
believe in Christ. He then feels a great change 
within ; he mourns over his former unthankfulness, and 
disobedience, gratitude and love fill his heart, pur- 
poses of holy obedience are formed and he finds him- 
self a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

Q, 208. Do these several changes occur in separate suc- 
cession in actual conversions ? 

A, They often seem mingled together, and fre- 
quently the whole change takes place in a very short 
time. 

Q, 209. Is any, jjxed time allowed the sinner for the 
performance of this duty ? 

Q. 207. Mark ix. 24 : And straightway the father of the 
child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe ; help 
thoa mine unbelief. John L 12 : But as many as received 
him, to them gave I^e power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name. John ix. 25 : He 
answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know 
not : one thing I know? that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see. John iiL 3, 7, 8. 2 Cor. v. 17 : Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed 
away ; behold, all things are become new. 

Q. 208. Acts ii. 41 : Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized : and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. Acts iv. 4. Acts 
ix. 6, 8, 18, 20 : And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? And the Lord said 
unto him, Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told 
thee what thou must do. And Saul arose from the earth ; 
und when his eyes were opened, he saw no man : but they 
led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales : and he Received sight forthwith, and arose, and 
was baptized. 
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A. No ; it was always his duty to be a believer 
and it is his datynow;' now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation ; and antil the moment 
when he does believe, he is under the condemnation 
of God's law, and in danger of eternal misery.' 

Q. 210. WhaJt is the nature ofpenttence^ or repentance 
in its limited sense f 

A, Repentance or penitence may be of two kindSy 
legal and evangelical. 

Q, 211. What is legal repentance f 

A. Legal repentance is that selfish sorrow of the 
world which worketh death, and consists not in regret 
for sin itself, but in fear of the punishment with 
which the law threatens sinners. 

Q. 212. What is the nature of that evangelical refj^en- 
tancCf or sorrow for sin, which precedes justifying faith T 

A. It is that godly sorrow which arises from cor- 
rect views of the evil and hatefulness of our sins, as 
committed against God, bur best friend and benefac- 
tor, and is followed by reformation of life. 

Q. 209. * 2 Cor. vi. 2 : (For he saith, I have heard thee 
in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I 
succored thee : behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.) Acts xvii. 30 : And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at ^ but now com- 
mandeth all men every where to repent. ' John iii. 18 : 
He that believeth on him is not condemned : but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God, 
Mark xvi. 16. Matth. vi. 24: No man can serve two 
masters : for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other ; or else he will hold to the one and despise the 
other. 

Q. 210. 2 Cor. vii. 10 : For godly sorrow worketh re- 
pentance to salvation not to be repented of : but the sor- 
row of the world worketh death. 

Q. 211 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

Q. 212. Luke xv. 21 : And the sob said unto him, 
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Q. 213. What ought the jpenttent sinner to do, when 
bowed down beneath the weight of his guiU ? 

A, He oQght to confess his transgressions unto 
the Lord, and pray for pardon ; and God, who is 
mercifd] and just, will forgive his sins, and cleanse 
him from all nnrighteonsness. 

Q. 214. Ought we not also to confess our sins to men ? 

A, Christians are commanded to confess their 
faults one to another, that they may pray for one 
another, and be healed. 

Q, 215. Is the practice of the Romanists to confess to 
the priests and receive absolution from them scriptural f 

A, Neither the Savior nor his apostles ever insti- 
tuted such a rite, and such pretended absolution is 
utterly worthless. Every believer has immediate ac- 
cess to God through Christ, and can obtain pardon 
if he sincerely seeks it, without the mediation of 

Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy ^ight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. Acts ii. 37 : 
Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said nnto Peter and to the rest of the apostles. 
Men and brethren, what shall we do? Psalm xxxii. 3; 
li. 4: Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight ; that thou mightest be justified when 
thou speakest, and be clear when thou jndgest. 2 Gor. 
vii. 10. 

Q. 213. Psalm xxxii. 6 : For this shall every one that 
is godly pray nnto thee in a time when tbon mayest be 
found : surely in the floods of great waters they shall 
not come nigh unto him. 1 John i. 9. 

Q. 214. James v. 16 : Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. John xvi. 23. Ps. xxxii. 5 : I acknowledged my 
sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 1 not hid. I said, 
X will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou 
forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

Q. 215. Mark ii. 7, 10 : Why doth this man thus speak 
blasphemies ? who can forgive sins but God only ? But 
8 
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priest or minister. Yet penitents and Cliristians 
may very properly converse with the ministers of 
Christ on their spiritaal interests, and receive their 
instruction and advice. 

Q. 216. What are the essential parts of saving faith f 
A. It embraces knowledge and belief of the gospel 
message,' cordial approbation of the plan of salvation 
through Christ,' and a resolution to accept, receive 
and rely on Christ for justification or pardon,^ 

Q, 217. WhcU prevums states of mmd are implied in a 
living faith? 

that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy), etc. 
Matt. ix. 6 : But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins, ^then saith he to the 
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up tny bed, and go into 
thine house. Ps. xxxn. 5. James v. 16. 

Q. 216. * 1 Tbess. ii. 13 : For this cause also we thank 
Gk>d without ceasing, because, when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that believe. * Bom. vii. 
22 : For I delight in the law of G^od after the inward 
man. Ps. xl. 8. Gal. ii. 20 : I am crucified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ livetb in me : 
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I. live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me. * Luke xv. 18, 20 : I will arise, and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee. And he arose, and 
came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, 
his fjBither saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him. John i. 12 : But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. 
John V. 40 : And ye will not come to me, that ye might 
have life. Eph. i. 13: In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salva- 
tion : in whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that holy Spirit of promise. 



A, No m«n can exercise a llring or jiistifyiog faith 
who has not beeu illuminated, convicted, evAogeli- 
oally penitent, and impressed with a sense of hia lost 
and ufiidone condition oat of Christ. 

Q. 218. Is faith in one sense a voluntary act? 

A. It is ; and therefore it is commanded as a dnty. 

Q. 219. Can we exercise this faith hy our own strength f 
A, No. Faith is the gift of Q-od, wrought by the 
Holy Spirit in those who 8in<;erely pray for and faith- 
fully seek it. 

Q. 220. Is this faith necessary to salvation ? 

A, It is to all those who are of sufficient age to 
exercise it, and have become acquainted with the 
gospel message. 

Q. 221. Can that he a genmne faith ^ which is notpro^ 
ductive of a holy life, 

A. It cannot ; for faith without works is dead, but 
true faith works by love, and purifies the heart, and 
overcomes the world. 

Q. 217. Acts zri. 30 : And brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what mast I do to be saved ? Acts ii 37. Eph. ii. 1. 

Q. 218. Mark i. 15 : And saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and be- 
lieve the gospel. 1 John iii. 23 : And this Is his com- 
mandment, That we should believe on the name of his 
Bon Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment. 

Q. 219. Eph. ii. 8, 9 : For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; >nd that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God : 
not of works, lest any man should boast. Matt. xvi. 17. 
John vi. 44, 65. 

Q. 220. Mark xvi. 16 : He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
John iii. 36 : He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life ; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life : but the wrath of God abideth on hiift. John xi. 25. 
Acts xvi. 31. 

Q. 221. James ii. 14, 17 : ^T^al doth it profit, siy 
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Q. 222. What are the internal evidences of a saving 
fouUh ? 

A. True believers generally have a sense of par- 
doned sin, joy in believing, and the testimony of the 
Spirit, bearing witness with their spirit, that they are 
children of God. 

Q. 223. Is faith of equal strength in aU believers ? 

A. No ; its strength varies according to the fidelity 
and experience of the Christian. It may be weak as 
a glimmering taper, and by fidelity may attain to fall 
assurance. i 



brethren, thongh a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works ? can faith save him ? Even so faith, if it hath not 
•works, is dead, being alone. Matth. vii. 26 : And every 
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand. 1 John v. 4, 5 : For whatsoever is 
born of God overcometh the world : and this is the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

Q. 222. 1 Pet. i. 8 : Whom having not seen, ye love ; 
in whom, ihough now ye see him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 1 John v. 
10 : He that believeth on the Son of God hath the wit- 
ness in himself : he that believeth not God hath made him 
a liar ; because he believeth not the record that God gave 
of his Son. Rom. v. 1 : Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Bom. viii. 16 ; The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God. Gal. 
iv. 6 : And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. 
John xvi. 33. 

Q. 223. Heb. vi. 11, 12 : And we desire that every one 
of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance 
of nope unto the end : That ye be not slothful, but fol- 
lowers of then^ who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. Matth. xii. 20 : A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he seBd 
forth judgment unto victoiy. 
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§ XYII. Justification. 

.Q. 224. Mow may a sinner he justified hefore God f 
A, Whenever the sincere penitent is enabled by 
grace to exercise a living faith in Jesns Christ, by 
which he accepts salvation for Christ^s sake, on the 
terms of the gospel, God justifies him, that is, pardons 
all his sins. 

Q. 225. What is therefore meant hy justification ? 

A, It is that gracious act of God, by which, on 
account of the merits of Christ, he acquits the believ- 
ing sinner from the punishments due to his sins by the 
divine law, and regards him as entitled to heaven. 

Q, 226. What are the evidences of justification? 

A. The believer himself knows that he is justified, 
by his inward peace' with God, a joyful sense of par- 
doned sin, the love of Christ shed abroad in his heart, 
and the consciousness* of having been created a new 
creature in Christ Jesus : but to others as well as 
himself the evidence of justification is a new and holy 
life,* exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit, and works 
meet for repentance. 

Q. 224. Ephes. ii. 8 : For by grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves ^ it is the gift of God. 
Phil iii. 9 : And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith. Acts xxxviii. 39. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 

Q. 225. John iii. 16 : For God so loved the world, that 
he gave hia only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Q. 226. ^Rom v. 1, 2, 5 : Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ : By whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God: And hope maketh not ashamed ; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us. Gal. v. 22: But the 
8* 
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Q. 227. Are not our good works ofeo, tn some sensej a 
ground of justification f 

A, They are not iti any sense the grc^nd of jaeti- 
fication ; but are its evidence and fruits ; becaii^se they* 
necessarily flow from the living faith, which lays hold 
on the merits of Christ. 

Q, 228. Ha^ God appointed any other condiHan of 
Justification than a living faith f 

A, God has appointed several outward rites, as 
laeans of grace, such as the word and sacraments, to 
promote our inward spiritual change ; but he has ap- 
pointed that stage of our inward change or renova- 
tion, which consists in living faith, as the condition, 
on which alone he pardons the sinner, or bestow? on 
him a title to eternal life. 

Q. 229. May not the performance of the otUwari rite 
he evidence of pardon or justification f 

A. As the performance or any outward rite, is no 
certain proof of the existence of inward living faith, 
it cannot be the certain evidence of pardon, although 
it is the means of strengthening our faith, where it 
exists. 

Q. 230. BtU is not our faith ttsdf a meritoriotts <ict, 
and one cause of our justificaiion ? 



f the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering gen- 
j, goodness, faith. 1. Pet. i, 8. * Bom. viii, 16. 



fruit of 
tleness, 
» James ii. 20, 21, 22. 

Q. 227. Gal. ii. 15, 16. Rom. iii. 28 : Therefore we 
conclude that a man is justified by faith without the 
deds of the law. Rom. iii. 22. Rom. v. 17, 18, 19 : There- 
fore, as by the offense of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life. 

Q. 229. Acts viii. 13, 21, 22 : Thou hast neither part 
nor lot in this matter : for thy heart is not rigjit in the 
sight of God. 
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A, No* The merits of Ohrist^ uidadiog his sii^ 
fering and death upon the cross, as well as bis pedeet 
fulfillment of the law in oar stead, are the only ground 
on which sinners can be saved, consistently with the 
honor of God and the demands of his holy law. They 
are the only procuring cause of our pardon and salva- 
tion ; whilst faith is merely the condition on which 
tlHs previously purchased pardon is bestowed on true 
believers. 

Q. 231. When does the act of justification take placet 
A. Whenever the returning sinner exercises the 
first act of living faith in Jesus Christ. 

Q, 232. How long does God continue to forgive the re- 
maining daily infirmities and sins ofthose tlwjt are jus- 
tifiiedf 

-4. As long as they do not, by voluntary and de- 
liberate sin, renounce his cause, and forfeit' his divine 
favor, God forgives their imperfections ; and if they 

■ ■■■■■■ i-i .1 ■ ,. 

Q. 230. Eph. ii. 8, 9 : For by grace are ye saved throngh 
JOdith ; aad that not of youraelves : it is the gift of God. Not 
of works, lest any man BJiouM boast. Bom. v. 8 ; Bat God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet kiDners, OhriBt died for as. Bom. v. I. Gal. ii. 16. 
IPhilip. ill. 9. 

Q. 231. Markxvi.l6. 

Q. 232. Matth. vi. 12. 1 John i. 9 : If we confess oar 
sins, he is faithfal and just to forgive as our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John iL 1 : My 
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesas Christ the righteous. 2 Pet. i. 10, 11: 
Wherefore the rather, brethfen, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall. John xiv. 16, 17. Bom. viii. 36, 38, 39 : 
For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come; nor height, no( depth, nor any other 
creatnre, shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
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continiie ta nse the means of grace with fidelity,, they 
will nerer fall. 

Q. 233. Does the doctrine of justificaJtion hy gracey 
without works f weaken ithe datms of the laWj or vavgoxr 
(ywr motives to holy obedience f 

A. No ; bat it establishes the law, which requires 
a holy life, and presents a new and powerful- motive 
to loye and serve God, by a constant appeal to onr 
gratitude for the rich provisions of his grace. 

Q! 234. Is the Jtomish doctrine, that the priest can for- 
give sin, scriptural ? 

A, Certainly not. Justification, which includes 
pardon of sin, is the act of God, and no man can exer- 
cise the divine prerogative. Neither can the priest 
even positively announce to any individual that God 

■ I . ■ ■ ■ , , . I . ■ Till I- . ■ . » 

which is in Christ Jesns our Lord. John z. 28. 1 John 
u. 27. 

Q. 233. Rom. iii. 31 : Do we then make void the law 
through faith ? God forbid : yea, we establish the law. 
Eph. ii. 8 : For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and 
that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God. Bom. v. 8. 

Q. 234 1 Kings viii. 34, 36 : Then hear thon in heaven, 
and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and brine them 
again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers. 
Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy ser- 
vants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the 
good way wherein they should walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to thy people for an in- 
heritance. Matth. vL 12, 14 : And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. For if ye forgive men their tres- 
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. Matth. 
iz. 2 : And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed : and Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee. Mark ii. 7, 10. Luke v. 
21, 24 : And the scribes and the Pharisees began to rea- 
son, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? 
Who can forgive sin^ but God alone ? But that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to for- 
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has pardoned his sins, for he cannot certainly know 
whether the person has a living faith, without whieh 
Ood never pardons. 

§ XYIII. Sanctifioation. 

Q, 23&. When the justified sinner is faithful in usin§ 
the means qf grace, what cffedt is wroiLght m him by the 
Holy. Spirit? 

A. He becomes sanctified. 

Q. 236. Whoit do you understand by Sanctification f 

A, It is a progressive, spiritual change, wrought 
in the soul of the faithful believer, by the Holy Spirit 
through the truth, consisting in an increased con- 
formity to the law of God, together with a growing 
delight in it, and ability to perform its require- 
ments. 

Q. 237. By what terms do the Scriptures describe this 
progressive change f 

A. They call it, " not letting sin have dominion 
over us," " crucifying the flesh with the affections and 
lasts," "mortfying the deeds of the body," and 
^ cleansing ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 



give sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto 
thee. Arise, and take up thy conch, and go into thine 
house. Luke xjLiix, 34. 1 John i. 9. 

Q. 235. 2 Tim. ii. 21 : If a man therefore purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and 
meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good 
work. 

Q. 236. John xvii. 17, 19 : Sanctify them through thy 
truth : thy word is truth. And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the 
truth. 1 Thess. v. 23. 

Q, 237. Rom. vL 6 ; vi. 14. Gal. v. 24. Rom. viii. 13. 
2 Cor. vii. 1 : Having therefore these promises, dearly be^ 
lovedi let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of tb« 
flesh und spirit perfecting holiness in the fear of God ' 
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sod iBpirafc, |>erfectiag totiness m the fear of the 
Lord." 

Q. 238. How does it appear that tt iaike dhUy qf ChrU- 
Hans to advance in SanAtfication ? 

A, The Scriptures eooMUfliid ns to grow in grace. 
The apostle Paal by his example teaches us, to press 
forward toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God; and the blessed Sari or himself ex- 
horts us, be ye perfect eyen as your Father in heaven 
is perfect. 

Q. 239. Are believers perfectly sanctified in this life? 

A. No ; they are sanctified but in part, the flesh 
still lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against 
the flesh, and there remains a law in their members 
warring against the law of their mind. Accordingly 
we all fall short of our duty, and our best services 
are imperfect before God. 

Q, 240. WJien are believers perfectly ddiveted from 
sin? 

A. As this work is not completed in this life, and 

Q. 238. 2 Pet. iii. 18 : But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of oar Lord and Bavior Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and forever. Amen. Philip, iii. 12, 14 : 
Not as though 1 had already attained, either were already 
perfect : but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God iu 
Christ Jesus. Luke ix. 62. Heb. vi. 1 ; xii. 1. Matth. v. 48. 

Q. 239. Gal. v. 17. Eom. vii. 18, 23 : For I reckon 
that the suflerings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed iu us. 
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our* 
sdvee, waiting lor the adoption, to wit, the redemption ot 
our body. Is. Ixiv. 6. Exod. xxviii. 38. Philip, iii. 12 : 
)(ot as though I bad already attained, either were already 
perfect *. but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

Q. 240i. Luke jcxiii. 43 : And JeBuasaid unto him, Terilf^ 
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beltevers are represented as being with Christ, awak- 
ing in his image and entering paradise immediately 
after deiath, it must be in death that this work is accom- 
plished. 

§ XTX. The Ohukoh. 

Q. 241. What society did Christ establish among hU 
foUcmers, in order to md tkem m working out their sal' 
vation„ and in promoting his kingdom vpon earth f 
' A, Qe established the visible charek, which is 
tiberefore a divinely appointed histitation, built upon 
tbe fooiMiation of the apostles and prophets, J^sas 
.Ohrist himself being the chief corner-stone. 

Q. 242. Cf whom does the visible church consist f 
A, The visible church in general embraces all 
those in every age and country, who profess to have 
acceded the iavitatixnis or call of the gospel, and who 
pubHoly «yow their allegiance to Ohrist, aoeording to 
the faith and practice of the gospel, together with 
■fheir baptized children. 

Q. 243. What is a particular or local church f 

A* A particular or local churc/h consists of all 



I say untt> thee, To-day shalt thoti be with me in paradise. 
Phil. i. ^ : For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a de- 
sire to depart, and to be with Christ ; which is far better. 
Psalm xvii. 15. Rev. xiv. 13. Hpb. xii. 14 : Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord. 

Q. 241. Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22. 

Q. 242. Matth. xxviii. 19: Oo jre therefore, and teach 
*I1 nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Acts ii. 39 : For the 
promise is unto you, and to your cfbihiren, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

Q. 243. 1 Cor. i. 2 : Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctfficd in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place call "upon 



k 
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those members of the visible church, who, living near 
together, have formed themselves into one society 
nnder some form of government and discipline, for 
the better attainment of the objects of the Christian 
institution, such as the churches as Corinth, Ephesus, 
Philippi, etc. 

Q. 244. What are the purposes for which members of 
the church are associated ? 

A, The objects which Christians aim at by church 
association, are to strengthen each other by the or* 
dinances of God's house, and to watch over one 
another's spiritual welfare by kind, but faithful church 
discipline, as well as to extend the kingdom of Christ 
and promote his glory by letting their light shine 
before men. # 

§. 245. What public ordinances has the Savior ap- 
pointed for the edification of his church ? 

A, Preaching and reading the word, singing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs, prayer and the sacraments. 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours. 
Eev. ii. 7. 

Q. 244. Matth. v. 14, 15, 16 : Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glo« 
rify your Father which is in heaven. Gal. vi. 1 : Breth- 
ren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spirit- 
ual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness ; consid- 
ering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.. 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14, 
15. Rom. xiv. 19. 

Q. 245. Mark zvi. 15, 16 : And he said unto them. Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. Luke iv. 43. 
Ps. ix. 11. Matth. xxvi. 30: And when they had sung 
an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 15. Col. ill 16. "Eph. vi. 18. 1 Thess. iii. 10. 1 Tim. 
ii. 1, 2, 3, 8. 1 Cor. xi. 23, etc.: For I have received of 
the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the 
Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread, etc. 
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Q. 246. What benefits may those expect, who are faith' 
fvX members of his church f 

A. If we are faithful members of his charch wn 
have the promise of him that cannot lie, that h^ i^-iii 
direct and sustain us by his grace through lift, will 
support us in death, and in eternity admit us iuto 
that rest which remaineth for the people of God. 

Q, 247. But may not those cdso be sa/ved, who neglect 
to connect themselves with the church, if they lead a moral 
life and attend to some of the outward duties of a Chris- 
iian f 

A, To profess Christ before the world is an essen« 
tial duty of a Christian ; and ordinarily no one can 
be saved, who denies the Savior, by persisting either 
in the willful neglect of baptism, or of a public per« 
sonal profession of religion by stated sacramental 
communion, and the habitual discharge of the other 
public as well as private duties of church members. 

O. 248. Do all the members of the visible church belong 
to tfxe true body of Christ; that is, to his inmsible churchf 

A. No. Those who merely say, Lord, Lord, and 
do not the will of our heavenly Father, are hypo- 
crites, and can never enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but shall have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone. 



Q. 246. Mark xvi. 16. Acts ii. 47 : And the Lord adde4 
to the church daily such as should be saved. 

Q. 247. Matth. x. 32 : Whosoever therefore shall con* 
fess me before men, him will I confess' also before my 
Father which is in heaven. Malth. xxvi. 27: And he 
took the <3api and gave thanks, and gave it to them, say- 
ing drink ye all of it. Mark viii. 38. 

Q. 248. Matt. vii. 21 : Not every one that saith unta 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of ijeaven ; 
but he that floeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Rev. xxi. 8. Matt. iii. 12 ; Whose fun is in bis 
haad, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
9 
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A. The true or invisible church or Clii'isi h tha 
collective body of all tlioae throughout the world nho 
are iiiiited to Cbriiit by u tivuig fttith, togetUcr witb 
their children. 

Q. 2^0. What do you underhand by ihe Oaiholu 
church? 

A. The word Catholic dgniSes unioeraal, anU it 
lias beeii eiuployed from the eiirlier ceiitaries to de- 
note the chiin:h unikersal, embracing all the difTerant 
churclies in the world which hold the esseiitiul doc- 
trines and OT'diiiniices of Christianity. 

Q. 251. Baa (he Romish nr Papal churcJi any exdu- 
tive riglU to the name Cathob'cf 

A. No. She never was any thing more than n 
pnrt of the Cnthoiic charcb, and has, in many re- 
spect9, and for many centuries past, been a very cor- 
rupt one. 

§. 2.=i2. WhoiufheheadofthechuTiAr 

A. Jeans GliriRt is the only head of the chnrch, 
nor lia.s he delegate his authority either to the Pope 
qf Home, or to any king or civil ruler. 

his wheat into llie garner ; but will burn op the cliulT with 
oiiqnpiithaUlc tire. Luke iii. It. 

<4. 249. Maik xvi. IG: He that bclieveth anil is bn]). 
li/.td bIuII ho savci] ; but be that bcUeveth not shall be 
.30- Gal. iy. 8. Kph. ii. 8; vj. 24. 
xix. U.: But Jcsaa Eai<l, SgOer little, 
I item itot, tfi cpnie, uqto ntoi for pf' 
n of heaven. 

2: nn<o the ctmrcli qf Ood which it 

n that are sanctiGed in Chviiit Jesus, 

. wiib all ibal in evcrv place call upon, 

^le name of Jesus Christ our Lord, belli thcjcs anil ours. 

<i. 252. Col. i. 18 : And he is the bead of the body, tbe 

Shurch; who is the bcgiiiuing, tlie firsl-bovd from the. 
ead; that in all things lie uiight bav« \^ prMiiuiu^uM.; 
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Q. 253. WhcU are the dvties and powers of the church f 
A, It is the duty of each church, with its minister, 
to sustain the ordiuances of the ga^pel in their purity, 
iboth by- men and means; to exercise the power of 
the keys, that is, of government and discipline ; and 
to endeavor to propagate the. gospel to the ends of 
the earth. 

Q, 254. Who are to he the ministers, that is, the bish* 
ops of the church f 

A, Every Christian eon and ought to preach Christ 
privately by his life and conversation ; but it is the 
duty of all those who possess or can acquire the 
necessary qualifications — ^that is, the necessary health, 
learning and spiritnal preparation — to devote their 
life to preaching the gospel, as far as possible, to 
every creature. 

Q. 253. 1 Tim. iv. 6 ; vi. 3, 5 : If any man teach other- 
wise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness — Perverse diaputings of men of cor- 
rupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain 
is godliness : from such withdraw thyself. Gal. i. 8, 9 : 
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say 
I now again. If any man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received, let bim be accursed. 
TiU i. 5. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. Matt, xvi, 
19 : And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven : and whatsoever thou sh alt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, 
shall be loosed in heaven. Matt» xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18: 
Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, ||0. 
and tell him liis fault between thee and him alone : if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 2 Cor. iL 
6,1 8. 

Q. 254. I Tim. iii. 1, etc. : This is a true saying, If a 
roan desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 
Bom. )U 1^; And. haw ahsiU they preush^ exce|>t they b« 
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Q. 255. WliaJt are the duties and powers of the min^ 
istry? 

A, Ministers of Christ are commanded to make 
disciples of nil nations by preaching the word dili- 
gently and plninly, both publicly and from house to 
house, in season and out of season.; by bnptizing 
those that repent and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, together with their children, and by watching 
over the flock, as those that must render an account. 

Q. 256. Are the standing ministers of the church equal 
in rank ? 

A. They are; for the several names designating 
them — bishop and elder — are applied to the same 
persons. Paul, in giving them his final charge, spe- 
ciBes only one clerical order, bishops (or elders) and 
the lay officers called deacous; and early history con- 
firms the same view. 



Bent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring gind tidings 
of good things ! Ileb. v. 4 : And no man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron. 1 Tim. iii. 10; 2 Tim. il. 2: And the thin«rs that 
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others v\^o, 

Q. 255. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20: Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you : and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen. Acts xviii. 25 ; 1 Cor. ziv. 9 ; ii. 4 $ 
2 Tim, iv. 2. 

Q. 25^. Acts XX. 17, 28 : And from Miletus he sent to 
Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made yon overseers (bishop8|t 
to feed the cliurcli of God, which he hath purchased with 
kilbQwuUood. PhUipLU lTim.iii.X,&. AotiTL24. 
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Q. 257. How does it appear, that deacom tPere lay offl^ 
ccrs f 

A, Becnnse we are expressly told, that they were 
appointed to attend to the poor and serve at tables : 
alihouji:li some of them were afterward promoted to 
the clerical office. 

Q. 258. In wlmt light does our church view Uiy elders f 
A. As representatives or agents of the churcli 
raembers, elected to perform duties originally devolv- 
ing on the whole church. 

Q. 2.59. WhcU was the nature of the apostolic office f ' 
A. The apostles were extraordinary officers, em- 
ployed by Christ in founding his church : they pos- 
sessed miraculous powers, and none were eligible to 
this office, except those who had acccmpanied the 
Savior during his public ministry. 

(f. 260. Hotv did the apostles organize the churches f 
A. Into separate and independent locnl churches or 
congregations, distinguished by geographical names, 
lis the church at Jerusalem, at Rome, at Corinth, &c. 

Q, 257. Acts vi. 2, 5 : Then the twelve called the raal- 
tituile of the disciples unto them, and said. It is not reason 
that wo should leave the word of God and serve tables. 
And the saying pleased the wliole multitude: and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy (jJhost, 
and Philip, and Trocihorus, and Nicanor, and Tiinon, and 
Parmenns. and Nicolas a Proselyte of Antioch, etc. 
Acta vjii. 5: Then Philip went down to the city of Sa- 
m^iria. and preached Christ unto them. 

Q. 259. Acts L 2l« 22 : Wherefore of these men which 
have companied with us all. the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism 
of John, unto that same day that he was taken uj) from 
u$«, nnist one be ordained to be a witness with as of hia 
fesarrection. Luke xxlv. 48. Acts xxii. 14, 15. 2 Cor 
xii. 12. 1 Cor. ix. 1. Acts ii. 32. x. 39-41. 

Q. 260. Actd ii. 47. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. Acts ix. 3J 
XV. 41, etc. llev. i. 4. 11, 20. Gul. i. 22. 
9* ' 
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Q» 261. How was the unity cf the church preseriml m 
the apostolic age ? 

-4. Not by external union of many churches into 
one Irody ; but by fred sncvamentnl commuinon, and 
mutnnl acknowledgement, l>y ail hav!n<5 the same 
name GhriHtian^ by sustaining each otiier's discipline, 
and woon after, by all professing the same short Bum- 
mary of fundamentals, in the so* called Apostles' 
Creed. 

Q. 262. Why is it propei* for mtnzHers and churches to 
unite in syAods ? 

A, The principle of mntnul consultation was Sanc- 
tioned, by the council at Jerusalem in the apostolic 
church : and as experience proves an annual meeting 
of Rimihir nature to be highly useful in promoting 
brotherly love, as well as purity of doctrine and disci- 
pline; onr church in this countJ7 has wi%;ely adopted 
synods as a feature of her organiztttion. 

Q, 263. Wry is a General Synod useful^ 
A. In order to promote nltion aniotigst ail the dis- 
trict synods, and in cases of special importance, to 
concentrate the counsel anxl moral influence of the 
whole church, for the furtherance of the gospel. 

Q, 264. Have we reason to eccpect the universal exten- 
sion of the Christian church over the earth f 

A. Yes. Jesus himself tells us, "This gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all tiie world, for 
a witness unto all nations,'' and ancient prophets havo 
clearly foretold, that the heathen shall be given to the 
Savior for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for his possession. • 

Q. 262. Acts XV. 

Q. 264. Matth. xxiv. 14 : And this gospel of the king, 
doni shall be preached in all the world for a witne.-s unto 
all nutiuns : and then shall the end come; Ps. ii. 8. Jsa. 
ii. 2 : And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established !n 
the top of the mouutoius, and shall be exalted above 
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Q. 265. Bif what iMdfU will tJiii blessed resttU he 
brought about? - , 

A, Most probably, it will be effected by extraot^i- 
narj and coutinue<l outpdnritigs of the Holy Spirit on 
the tnereasiiig; fidelity of Christians in using tiie ordi- 
nary means of grac«; so tlmt revivals of religion will 
abound, wars and rumors of wars will be heard no 
more, peace, brotherly love and holiness will prevail, 
and the kingdom of the Messiah be rapidly e^cteuded 
over the nations of the oarth. 

Q. 266. Do we know the times and the seasons of this 
glorious era? 

A. We do not; yet yadous circnmstances indicate 
the approach of deeply interesting events, before the 
close of this century. 

the hills ; and ail natidns shall flow nnto it. Mai. i. II : 
For froia the rising of the snn, even unto the goin^ down 
of the s^ime, my name shall be great among thie Uentilefi; 
and in every place* incense shall be offered unto my i^ame, 
and a pun* offering: for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. Dan. ii. 34, 35. 
Rev. Xi. 15: And the seventh arig^l sdnnded: and there 
were great voices in heaven, sayings The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of oar Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign fort^ver and ever. 
. Q. 265. Joel ii. 28. Zee. xii. 10. Isaiah ii. 4: And he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people ; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruninsr-hooks ; nation shall 
hot lift up sword against nation, neither shall they Icaru 
war any more. Jererti. xxxi. 34: And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbor, and every man his bro- 
ther, saying. Know the Lord : For they shall all know 
me, from the least Of them iihto the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord : Fori will forgive their iniquity, and fl 
Will remember their sin no more. Isaiah xi. 9: They 
4bair not hurt nor destroy in all my holy nountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea. Mark Ivi. 15: Preadi tb«» 
gospel to every creature. 
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J XX. The Sacraments. 

Q, 2C7. VHiat standing rites has Clwist instituted for 
admission to his visible churchy and for the continued 
public profession of membership in it f 

A, He has appointed two sach rj^s, Baptism and 
the Uotj Supper, which are usually tei*med- suora* 
men Is. 

Q, 268. TT7ia^ do you understand by the term SacrO' 
meiU ? 

A. It means an outward ordinance appointed of 
<3od, by which the benefits parciiased by the Savior 
are symbolically represented to the senses, and spirit- 
ual blessing is also actually bestowed on those who 
faithfully use it. 

Q. 269. How do these sacraments produce their effect? 

A. Not by any physical or mystic influence, as 
Pjapists teach ; but like the word of God itself, through 
the truths which they represent, made effectual by the 
Holy Spirit in all who worthily receive them. 

Q. 270. Are these sacraments necessary to salvation f 
A, Being divinely appointed ordinances, designed 
as badges of the Christian profession, as luean^ of 
spiritual growth, and bonds of Christian union, they 
form a part of the counsel of God for onr salvatior., 
aud their worthy reception is an important duty, as 
well as a blessed privilege ; hence the voluntary neg- 
lect and contempt of them are inconsistent with the 
Christian character and hope. ' Yet where they cannot 
be obtained, the want of them will not prevent the 
salvation of the believing soul.' 



^ Q. 267. Acts ii. 38. I Cor. x. 16. 

' Q. 269. 1 Peter iii. 21 : The like figure whcrennto even 

baptism doth also now save us (not the pntting away of 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscieuce 

toward God,) hy the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Q. 270. Luke vii, 30 : But the Pharisees and lawyers 
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§ XXI. Baptism. 

[Q. 271. WTiat is the iniiiaiory riie of the vinble 
church t 

A. Baptism, which is the npplicntion of water to 
a proper snhject, by an authorized minister of the 
gospel, in the name of the triune God, and is to l)tt 
administered but once to tlie same ])erson. 

9.372. Wliat qacUificattons oug^U to he required qf 
adults for baptism ? 

A, Before we can properly be baptized, we must 
sincerely repent of our sins, and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all our heart. 

Q. 273. What are the heneJHs of baptism to worthy 
adult subjects f 

A. It confers membership in the visible church, 
binds us to newness of life, seals to the believing sub- 

rejocted the counsel of GocI ap:ainst themselves, being 
not baptizeU of him. ' Murk xiv. 8 : She hath done wiiat. 
she could : she is come aforehand to anoint my body to 
the burying. Luke xii. 48: But ho that knew not, and 
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beateu with 
few stripes. For unto wboniiJoever much is given, of liim 
shall be much required: and to whom men have com- 
mitted much, ofhii^^ they will ask the more. 1 Cor. iv. 2.* 

Q. 271. Matth. xxviii. 19: Go ye, therefore, and teach 
(make disciples of) all nations (by) baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 1 Cor. i. 13. » 

Q. 272. Acts ii. 38 : Then Peter said unto them, Kepent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins: and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts viii. 36, 37: And as they 
went on their way. they came unto a certain water : and 
the eunuch said, See, here is water : what doth hinder me 
to be baptized ? And Philip said. If thou believeth with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. A nd he answered and sai<l, I 
believe that Jesus Chrtst is the Son of God. Mark xvi. 16. 

Q. ZiZ. 1 Cor. i. 13. Rom. vL 4 : Therefore we ai« 
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jcct the forgiveness of siiiH,* and assares as of tbe 
blessings of the New Covenant. 

Q. 274. Iloto does it appear that the children of pro-' 
fessed believers^ oiight to he baptized f 

A. Becanse God expressljr established infant mem- 
bership in his church, at its first visible orc^anizatioUy 
'commanding children to be received by circumcision ; 
and he has never withdrawn their right to member- 
ship. ' 

Q, 275. BiiJt is the cfitirch of God under the Old and 
New Testament dispensations, essentially the same ? 

A. Evidently it is, becanse the covenant o\\ which 
it is based, is an everlasting covenant (Gen. xvii. 7), 
and Paul affirms that flie same olive tree (or church) 
from which the Jews w^re cat off on acconnt of nn- 
belief, will still be standing in the latter day, when 
they shall be grafted in again. Hence, infant mem- 

• 
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baried with him by baptisTii into death : that like as 
Ohrist was raised up from the dead liy the glory of 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. Mark 1. 4. Roni. iv. 11 : And he received the 
sign of circumcision, a spal of the righteousness of the 
faith which he had yet being tincircumciscd : that he 
might be thq father of all of them that believe, though 
thc»y be not circumcised; that riglTteousness might be 
imputed unto them also. Col. ii. 11, 12. Acts ii. 38? 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
everv one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of tho 
Holy Ghost. Mark xvi. 16. Gal. iii. 27. i. Pet. iii. 21. 
Q, 274. Geoi. xvii. 7, 9, 10 : And I will establish my 
covenant between me and thee and thy seed afrer th^e, 
in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.' And 
God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant 
therefore, thon, and thy seed after thee in their genera- 
lions. This is my oovertant which ye shall keep, be- 
tween mo and you and thy seed after thue ; Kvery man 
child among you shall be cireumcised; * 
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berslnp, once established, remains, as God bai not 
revoked it. Accordingly, Peter under the New Tes- 
tament dispensation, tells his hearers, the promise is 
to them and to their children, etc. 

Q, 276. Did the Savior's command also include chil- 
dren f 

A. It certainly did : for he commanded all nations 
to be baptized, and made no exception of children. 

Q, 277. Could the Jeios possibly have understood his 
language as exditding chUaren ? 

A. No ; for they knew tliat children had belonged 
to the chnrch of • God for near two thousand years, 
nor had they ever heard of a church from which they 
were excluded. 

Q. 278. Did the apostles baptize children ? 

A. We are expressly told, that they baptized whole 
families or households, which it is reasonable to sap- 
pose also included some children. 

Q. 279 How does it appear, thai if only one of the 
parciUs be a professed believer ^ the children should still be 
received into the church f 

' » . « . ■ ■ I .i ■ II I I - ■ ■ , I , ■■ I ' t 

Q. 275. Rom. xl. 17-24: For if thon wert cut out of 
the o'ive tree which is wild hy natnre, and wert ifraffed 
contiary to natnre into a good olive tree: how much more 
shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafifed iuto 
thiir own olive tree ? 

Q. 276. Mark xvi. 15, 16: And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature. He that believeih and is baptized shall bo 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be danlned, 
^latth. xxviii. 19. 

Q. 278. Acts xvi. 15. And when she was baptized, 
and her household, she besonght ua, saying'. If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into n(y house 
and abide ihero. And&he con^trninod as. Acts xvi. 
3H: And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
waslii'd their stripes } and was bat)tized, he aud all his, 
beroi^htway, l-0or, i. 15, IB. ICor. vii. 14. • 
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A, From the declaration of Paul, that the believii^ 
husband sanctifies the unbelieving: wife, and the l)e« 
lievintr wife sanctifies the unbelieving husband, there- 
fore their cliildren are holj, or consecrated to God. 

(2.280, nVio^ do Origen and other early Christian 
fathers testifi/, as to the practice of the primitive church ? 

A, Origen, who was bom only eighty- five years 
after the apostle John's death, unequivocally asserts 
that infant baptism was handed down from the age 
of the apostles; and Justiji Martyr, who was born 
about the time of St. John's deati), as well as Jrenseus^ 
a pnpil of Polycarp, seems to favor the same opinioM, 
though not in such explicit terms. 

Q. 281. ^Yhat has been the general practice of the 
CJiristian church in all ages, on this subject f 

A. Willi very few and very limited exceptions, it 
has been the universal practice of the whole Christian 
church to baptize children. 

Q. 282, Whai benefits does baptism confer on in* 
fants ? 

A. It is the sign and seal of their interest in the 
covenant of grace, by which pardon of sin, and a title 
to heaven, with all other blessings of redemption, were 
provided for them. It also admits them to nnioii 
with God's visible people, and secures to them the 
benefits of a religions education, as well as of the 
other privileges of church members, as fast as they are 
capable of enjoying therb. Moreover, being a divine 

Q. 279. J C^r.vii.U. • 

Q. 282. 1 Cor. xv. 22: For as in Adam all die, even bc 
in Christ shall all be made alive. Acts ii. 39: For the 
promise i^ unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar olf, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
Joel ii. 10: Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, 
assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that 
suck the breasts; let the bridegroom go forth of his 
chamber, and the bride out. of her closet. Matth. xiz 
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institution, we can rest assured that its perfornaance 
will certainly l)cstow some spiritnHl blessing on ita 
subject, allhough we may be unable to explain its 
nature. 

Q. 283. Hoto long do children retain these hlessingnf^ 
A, Until by willful and deliberate trnn^ression, 
they forsake, the ways of God, and thus becoming the 
willing servants of sin, lose the blessings of the cove- 
nant. 

Q 284. Hmo ought baptized children to be regarded f 
A, The clmrcii shuuld regard and treat them as 
her members, should collect thera together every 
Lord's day for catechisation and religious instruction 
iu Sabbath-sehools or elsewhere, and see that parents 
and gnai^dians train them at home iu the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Q. 265. What truths are represented by baptism? 

14, 15 : But Je^us said, Suffer little children, and Forbid 
them not, to come unto me : for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven. And he laid his hands on them, and departed 
'thence. Luke i. 14, 15. • 

Q. 283. 2 Pet, i. 10 : Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence to make your calling and election snue : for 
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. Ps. xxxvii. 24 : 
'J'hongh he lull, he shall not be utterly cast down : for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. John x. 28. 1 Pet. 

i. 5. 

Q. 284. Eph. vi, 4: And ye. fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath : but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Matth. xix. 14, 15 : But Jesus 
said, Suffitr little children, and forbid them not, to come 
auto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And ho 
laid his hands on them, and departed thence. Dent, 
vi. 7: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. Deut xxxii. 46. 
Prov* xxii. 6. Isaiah xxviii 9« v 
10 
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A, It Bets forth our itatura) depravity, the iicfeeli- 
«ty and purifying infloences of the Holy Spirit, re- 
generation or the new birth, and remission of sins. 

Q. 286. Are aU those, who are baptized, also regent 
trated? 

A, No. Simon Magns was baptized iiaving merely 
a historical faith, and yet was in the gall of bitter- 
ness and bond of iniqnity : and many unconverted, 
careless sinners have been baptized, in all ages, and 
proved by. their conduct, that they remained un- 
changed in heart. 

Q. 287. Do the Scriptures prescrthe. any parttctdar 
qvxiiitity ofwaler, or mode of applying it in baptism? 
A, They do not. 

Q. 288. I>oes the meanitig of (he Cheek word/or bap' 
tism, according to the usage of the New Testament, throw 
any light mi this subject? 

A, The apostle Paul calls the ritual purifications 
of the Je\^Si *' divers baptisms" (see the Greeks Heb. 
ix. 10.), and in Numbers xix. 13-21, where these 

Q. 2'^5. John iii. 5: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
sny unto thee, Except a man be boni of water and of the 
Si>irit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Acts 
ii. 38: Then Peter said unto them, Kepeut, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of -Jesus Cfari&t for 
the renii8i»iou of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Q. 286. Acts viii. 13, 23. Matth. iii. 11 : I indeed bap- 
tize you with wtiter unto repentance : but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than 1, whose shoes I am not worthy 
to bear: he shall baptize vou with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire. 1 Pet. iii. 21 : 'J'ue like figure whereunto even 
baptism doth now save us (not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a g:ood conscience to- 
ward Gud,) by the rcsurrectiou of Jesus Christ. 1 John 
LG, 7. 

Q. 288. Heb. ix. 10: Which stood only in meats and 
drinks, and divers washings, and earual ordinances^ im* 
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baptisms are described, re Ond that some of them 
were certainly performed by ftprinkling and pouring 
the water, and olliei's perhaps by immersion. 

(J.- 289. What appears to have been the practice of 
the apostles? 

A, Sometimes tlioy baptized either in or at run- 
ning water, and at others in houses; but in no case is 
it mentioned how tliey applied the water. 

Q. 290. What do you infer from all these facts? 

A. That as Paul calls u)l these washings baptisms, 
which were performed in different ways and with dif- 
ferent quantities of water, neither the amount of water, 
tiur mode of applying it, is essential to the ordinance. 

Q. 291 . How are we to maJce a proper practical im* 
provemeht of our baptism f 

A, We should frequently, especially when witness- 
ing the administration of the ordinance, reflect upon 
the obligations it imposed upon us, "to be deaul to 
sin," and to walk in newness of life : and should like- 
wise cherish a grateful remembrance of the numerous 
spiritual blessings which it secured or sealed to us.] 

posed on them untiLlhe time of reformation. Nmnbers 
xix. 13, 18, 19, 20, 21: Whosoever toucheih the dead 
body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, 
defileth the tal)ernacle of the Lord: and that soal shall 
be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation 
was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean ; his an- 
cleanliness is yet upon him, etc. 

Q. 289. Acts xvi, 32, 33: And they spake ante him 
tlu) word of the Lord, and to ail that were in his hoas% 
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all hiSr straight- 
way. 

Q. 291. Oal. iii. 26, 27 : For a^ many of yoc as have 
been baptized into Christ have pat on Christ. 
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§ XXIL Op Confirmation. 

Q, 292 What didy devolves upon those baptized tn 
infancy when they reach years of maturity ? 

A, That they should, by some volnutary act of their 
own, nssunie the vows mnde for them in llieii; infancy 
by I heir parents, and publicly profess their faith in 
Ciiri^t. 

Q. 293. By what name is this act designated in the 
Lutheran and some other churches? 

A. It is termed Confirmation, which is a aolemn 
method of adraittinp^ to sacramental communion, those 
who had been received to membership in the visible 
church by baptism in their infancy. 

Q, 294. Wliy is this rite termed Confirmation f 
A. Some Protestant churches employ this name to 
desij^nate that public act by which the catechumen 
takes upon himself, or cortfirmSj the vows n.ade for 
him in his infancy ; thus recognizing the obliptUions 
imposed by his baptism, personally avowing his alle- 
giance to Christ, and his claim to all the privileges 
of church membership, whilst the minister, according 
to an ancient custom, lays his hand upon him, and 
im))lores the Holy Spirit to take possession of his 
heart. 

Q. 295. What qualifications should he required oftho^e 
who desire to be confirmed ? 

A, They should, when examined at the close of the 
course of instruction, exhibit credible evidence to the 
pastor and other members of the church council, that 
they possess a correct knowledge of the leading doc- 

Q. 292. Matth. x. 32 : AVhosoevcr therefore shall confess 
ine before men, him will 1 confess also before my Father 
which isin heaven. Mark viii. 38. 

Q. 294. Hcb. vi. 1, 2: Of the doctrine of baptisms, and 
of laying on of hands and of resurrection of the dead, and 
of etorual Judgment, Heb. t. 12. Actsj^ix. 1-7. 
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trinej? and duties of relif^ion, that they have been 
taught by the Holy Spirit to see, deplore, and to 
Tenounce their sins, and to exercise a Hvinp: faitli in 
Jesns Clirist. as well as to consecrate themselves 
unc!onditio»ally and forever to the service and glory 
of God. 

Q. 296. What are some of the particular duties of those 
who have been confirmed f 

A. It should be their special effort to be faithful 
to the covenant engap:©raents into which they hnve 
entered with God and his people, and to adorn their 
Christian profession by a well-ordered walk and con- 
versation.* With this view they should be particularly 
attentive, not only to the public ordinances* of God's 
house, but also to the social prayer- meetinfr,^ to 
family and private wot'ship,^ and take an active part 
in the benevolent efforts and all other duties of the 
church. 

m 

Q. 295. John iii. .5: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Acts 
viii. 12 : But when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, und the name of 
Jesus Ohrisit, they were baptized, both men and women. 
Acts xvi. 14, 15. 1 Cor. v.. 7, 13. 

Q. 296. 'Ephes. iv. 1: I therefore^ the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk wortjiy or the vocation 
wherewith ye are called. *Heb. x. 2.5 : Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is : but exhorting one another : and so much the more as 
ye see the day approaching. Col. iii. 16: Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and/ 
admonishing one anotherin psalmsand hymnsund spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. Acts 
ii. 46.*Matth.x viii. 20 : For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
♦oVIiilth. vi. 6; But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
tny closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 
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»&^ XXIII. The Holy Supper of our Lord. 

[ Q, 297. Did our hle^ed Lord oppolrU any other ordi" 
nance /ftr the Iteuefit of hiM foUowern ? 

A, ill the night in which he was betrayed, nnrl in 
full anticipation of his (lircful snffcririgs, he instituted 
the iioly supper, i>y giving his disciples bread and 
wine as emblems of his body, which was (o be brokeu,- 
Qnd of his bhjod, which was to be shed ; which solemn 
ordinance they were to repeat until his second coming. 

O. 298. What was the design of the Savior in this 
crainaiicef 

A, He himself tells us, "Do this in remembramee 
of me," and St. Paul says, "As often as ye eat this 
bread and drink this cup, ye do show tlie Lord*8 
death until he coiue." 

Q. 299. WhoJt other blessings are bestowed on worthy 
communicants in this ordlnantef 

A. By faith they spirifmflly feed on the body and 
*blood of the Redeemer, thus holding communion or 
fellowship with him for the nourishment of their souls; 
whilst believers also revive their love and renew their 
communion with one another, as memliers of his 

mystical body, and receive a ajyecial npirUual bleaaing, 

■■ ■ ■ ■ t ■ I , I I I 

Q. 297, Miitth. xxvi. 26, 27 : And as they were eating, 
JcsuH tuuk bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it 
to the disciples, and said. Take, eat: this is my body. 
And lie took the cop, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink ye ail of it. Mark xiv. 22. 

Q. 298. Luke xxfi. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 2o, 26: And 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, 
' eat ; this is my body, which is broken for you : this do in 
remembrance of me. After the same -manner also he took 
the cu)!. when he had 8uppe<l, saying. This cup is the new 
testament in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remenibrance <if uie. F«>r as often' as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he 
eome^ 

Q. 290. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, 21 : The cup of blessing which 
Wf* l^lpKa. is it unt the commuuiou of the blood of Christ^ 
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Q, 300. IToto does it armear that Papists corrupt this 
sacrament when they witfxtwld the cup from the laity f 

A. Because our Lord ex|)ressly snid, "Drink ye 
flWof tills cup,"' and the Corimhian laymeii coiilinned 
to do so many years after the Savior hat! ascended to 
heaven.' Moreover, communion ia both kinds |)re- 
vailed throughout the entire Christian world, evtMi 
amongst Romanists themselves, for a thousand years, 
until that corrupt church adopted ihe error of tran- 
substantfution, maintaining that the substaitce of the 
bread and wine is changed into that of the body and 
blood of the Savior. 

Q. 801. Hau) is it evident ^ that the Romish dodri)ieJhat 
the bread and imne are changed into the body and blood 
of Christ, is a corruption of the Lord's Supper. 

A From the fact, that tlie apostles still call the 
emblems bread and wine after thev had been blessed ; 
experience also proves that these emblems retain the 
properties of bread and wine, and have not those of 
flesh and blood. This doctrine, moreover, contradicts 
common sense and reason, as well as the testimony 
of the senses. 

Q. 302. Hoto should Christians prepare themselves fbr 
a worthy reception of Ihin ordinance? 

the bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ? For we, being many, are one bread, and 
one body; for we are all partakers of that one bread. 
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
•devils: ye cannot be partakers oT the Lord's table, aud 
of tlie table of devils. Acts ii. 42, 4G. 

Q. 8(0, • Matth. xxvi. 2ti; 'I Cor. xi. 21. 

Q. 301. Luke xxiv. 6, 39: Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is 1 myself: handle mo, and see; for a spin t 
liath nut flesli and bones, as ye sec me have*. Acts iii. 2l : 
Wlipm the heaven nmst roceive until tlie tinies of rosiita- 
tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets ^iiiice the world began. 1 Oor« xl 
26, 27. 



116 OP CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

A. We should examine ourselves' as to oor sin- 
cerity and faithfulness in professing Christ ;* should 
meditate on the designss of this holy ordinnnce; and 
come to this feast of love with humble, peuiicnt aud 
believing hearts.^ 

Q. 303. Ovght tmmoral, or impenitent, or unbelieving^ 
persons to he permitted to approach the sacred board f 

A, They should not: for they cannot receive any 
of the blessings of worthy communicant,^^; but on the 
other hand eat and drink judgment to themselves.] 

§ XXIV. Op Civil Government. 

^. 304. Whilst Christians faith/uMy discharge their 
oUiaations to the church, do they not also owe some duties 
to the civil government under which they live? 

A, Yes; they are to regard civil government as a 
%livinely appointed institution, whose powers are to 
be employed in accordance with God^s word, for the 
benefit of the people, and whose lawful requisitious 

they are religiously bound to obey. 

.11 I ■ I ■ ' " ' ■ ■ ■ ■ » 

Q. 302. ' 1 Cor. xi. 28 : But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that enp. 
■ 1 Cor. V. 7, 8: Purge out therefore the old leaven, that 
ye may be a new lump, as ye are unieavcMied. For even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us : Therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with the old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of nialice and wickedness ; but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. ^ Luke xxii. 19. 1 Cor, 
xi. 26. * Zech. xii. 10. Matth. v. 23, 24. 

Q. 303. 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29 : Wherefore whosoever shall cat 
this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall 
be jruilty of the body and blood of the Lord. For ho 
that enteth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation (judgment) to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body. 1 Cor. x. 21 : Ye cannot drink the cnp of 
the Lord, and the cup of devils (heathen deities) : ye cannot 
be partakei*s of the Lord's table, and the tabhe of devils. 

Q. 304. liom. xiii. 1, 3 : Let every suul be subject unto 
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Q. 305. JVhat duties does God 01 jam on civil riders f 
A. That they sliould recognize tlieir responsibility 
to him iunl Iiis law in their official as well as private 
acts, should deal jnstly and |)eacefully with other 
nations, and enact rigiiteous and wholesome laws; 
executing them with impartial fidelity, for the best 
interests of tife people, and making themselves a 
terror to evil-doers and a praise to them that do well. 

Q. 306. May Christians accept civil office ? 

A. Undoubtedly it is their duty to do so, if right- 
fully called thereto ; in order that they may use their i 
lawful power to suppress vice and immorality, to pro- 
tect the poor and helpless, and to promote the virtue, 
peace and prosperity of the people. 

the higher powers. For there is no power but of God : 
the powere that be are ordained of God. For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, 
and thou shalt have praise of the same. Prov. viii. 15: 
By mc kings reign, and princes decree justice. Deut. 
xvii. 15, 18, 19. 20. Matth. xxii. 21 : They say unto him, 
Oajsar's. Then sayeth he unto them, Render therefore 
unto Cmsar the things which are Csesar's ; and unto God 
the thins^s which are God's. 

Q. 305. Rom. xiii. 4: For he is the minister of God to 
thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; 
for he beai*eth not the sword in vain : for he is the minister 
of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon bim that doeth 
evil. Deut. xvi. 18. 19. Jer. xxii. 3: Thus saith the 
Lord: Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver 
the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor : and do no 
wrong, do no violence to the stranger, th» fatherless, nor 
the widow, neither sh^d innoccut blood in this i)lace. 

Q. 306. Psalms Ixxxii. 3, 4. Acts x. 1, 2 : There was 
a certain man in Ca^sarea called Cornelias, a centurion of 
th^ baud called the Italian baud. A devout man, and 
one that feared God with all bis house, which gave much 
an/is to the people, and prayed to God always. Rom. xiii. 
4 : For Ue ia the mioister of God to thee for good. But 
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Q, 307. Ought there to he any connection hettvien church 
and state, as in Europe? 

A, No. The Savior says : " My kingdom Is not 
of this world;" nor lias he authorized civil rulers, as 
Buch, to exercise any control over the church. Our 
national constitution recognizes the truth and obliga- 
tion of Christianity ; but expressly provides that 
Congress shall Imve no power to establish any par* 
ticular form of it by law; whilst it protects all in 
worshiping according to the dictates of their own 
consciences, as long as they do not invade the rights 
of others. 

Q, 308. WJiat other duties do Christians owe to their 
civil magistrates f 

A, We are bound to use our utmost endeavors to 

have godly, enlightened and faithful men placed in 

office, to pray that God may strengthen them in the 

faithful discharge of their duties, and to support them 

by our influence and aid, as necessity may require, in 

all their lawful official acts. 

Q. 309. Are Romish priests exempted from the juris* 
dictiofi of the civil courts, as their standard authors 
claim f 

if thou do that which is evil, be afraid : for he bcareth 
not the swoi'd in vain : for he is the minister of God, a 
revonger to execute wrath upon him that dooth evil. 

Q. .^07. John xviii. 36 : Jesus answered : My kingdom 
is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be de« 
Hvered' to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 

Q. 308. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. Rom, xiii. 6, 7: For this cause 
pay ye tiibute also : for they are God's ministers, attend- 
ing continually upon this very tiling. Render therefore 
to all their duos: tribute to whom tribute-is due ; custom 
to whom custom ; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor. Tit. iii. 1. Acts xxs, 10, 11. 
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A. Such a claim i.s absnrd, nnd is not recognized 
In any part of our civil inslitntious. 

§ XXV. Op Death. 

Q, aiO. When tJie believer has glorified God through 
life, and reached the clone of his \rilgnmage, what pros- 
pec/« await him in the future too rid f 

A. Death will be divested of its' stinpr, and the 
grave of its victory ; the believer's body will return 
to the dust whence it was taken, and his spirit in\me- 
diately ascend to God who gave it. 

Q, 311. Whai charhge takes place in believers ai, death f 
A, The souls of believers are delivered from ail 
remaininj^ sin, and beinor made perfect in holiness, are 
immediately introduced into the society of the Savior 
and holy tingels in the mansions of the blessed ; whilst 
their bodies, rctnn)in«r to dnst, rest in the grave until 
the morning of the resurrection. 

Q. 309. Acts XXV. 10, 11 : Then said Paul, I stand at 
Cajsar's jud<rnient seat, where I ou^ht to be jiidg:eil : to 
the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowi^st. 
For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing 
worthy of deatli, I refuse not to die: but if there be none 
of these things whereof these occnse me, no man may 
deliver me unt«» them. I appeal unto Capsar, . 

Q. 310. 1 Cor. XV, 5.5, .^6 : death, where is thy sting? 
j^rave, where is thy victory? The sting of d'*ath is sin ; 
and Hie strtMigth of sin is the law. Luke xxiii. 43 : Aud. 
Je-U8 baid unto him, Verily I say nnto thee. To-day thon 
shalt be with me in paradise. Kccles. ^ii. 7 : Then shall 
the dust return to the earth an it was: and the spirit 
shall return nitto God who gave it. 

Q. 311. 1 John iii. 2 : Beloved, now are we the sons of 
GotI ; and it doth not yet appear what we shall he : bat 
we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is. Phil. i. 23: For I am in 
a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and 
to bo wUb Christ, whlek is Ux better. Heb. xii. 23; T». 
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Q. 312. WJicU becomes of the wicked in death T 
A, Their polluted souls, being unqualified for a 
holy heaven, ore cast into hell torment, there to bo 
reserved in chains of darkness until the judgment of 
the great daj ; whilst their bodies also remain in the 
grave until aroused in the morning of the resurrec- 
tion by the voice of the archangel and the trump of 
God. 

Q. 313. Do the Scriptures favor the Romish idea of a 
Purgatory, or the doctrine that the sotds of believers enter 
a state of temporary punishment to aione for supposed 
venal sins, unless the^ are delivered from it through masses 
said for them by pnests f 

A. This is a dangerous invention of a corrupt 
priesthood, who largely profit by it ; but the Word 
of God teaches pardon, not on account of any thing 
we or the. priest can do or suffer, but solely for the 
sake of the sufferings and death of Christ, apprehended 
by faith : and that this pardon or justification is com- 
plete, including all our sins for time and eternity. 

the general assembly and church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect. Psalms xvii. 15. 

Q. 312. Luke xvi. 23, 24: And in hell he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments, and scctb Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. And be cried and said. Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ; 
for I am tormented in this flame. Jude 6: And the 
angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains, uuder 
darkness, unto the judgment of the great day. 

Q. 313. 1 John i. 7 : But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, wc have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood Of Jesus Christ cleansetn us from all sin. John 
iii. 1^; V. 24: Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
hean'th my word, and bclioveth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation ; 
but is passed from death unto life,. Lake xxiiL 42» 43 1 
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§ XXVI. The REStrBBBonoN. 

Q. 314. Will the bodies of the dead remain in the gravt 
forever f 

A, No ; the hour is coming, when all that are in 
their graves will hear the voice of the Son of God 
and come forth ; they that have done good to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to 
the resurrection of damnation ? 

Q, 315. Will the body thai is raised be the same which 
was deposited in the grave f 

A, All that is essential to the identity or sameness 
of the body, will be raised ; while its unessential par- 
ticles will remain mingled with the mass of earth. 
But the glorified body will diflPer as greatly from the 
natural, as the dry seed that is sown does from the 
green blade, or the full corn in the ear that grows up 
from it. 

Q. 316. How do the Scriptv/res characterize this change 
m the resurrection body of believers f 

A, They say : It is buried or sown in corruption, 

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
eomest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise. Rev. xir. 13 : And I heard a voice from heaven, 
Baying unto me. Write, Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors : . and their works do follow 
them. 

Q. 314. John v. 28, 29. 

Q. 315. 1 Oor. XV. 37, 38, 40, 44, 50: And that which . 
thou Bowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but 
bare graiu, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain. 
But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to 
every seed his own^body. There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial : but the glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glorv of the terrestrial is another. It is 
sown a natural body ; it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. Mark iv..2' 
11 
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it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonor, it 
is raised in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown a natural body, and is raised a 
spiritual body ; the latter is also termed a celestial 
and immortal body, and its glory or splendor is com- 
pared to that of the stars. 

Q, 317. '^iU.. those who were acquainted in this life 
recognize each other in thefuturs world ? 

A, They certainly will ; for the rich man in hell 
*(Hades) knew Lazarus and Abraham afar off in 
heaven ; and Moses and Elias, on the mount of trans- 
figuration, were also recognized by James, Peter, and 
John. 

§ Of Judgment and Eternity. 

Q. 318. MVhaX do the Scriptu/res teach us of the future 
judgment f 

A. That, after the resurrection, at a day and hour 
which no man knoweth, we must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, where men, and also the 
fallen angels, will be judged and receive their final 
allotment, so that every rational being may see that 
the Judge of all the earth does right. 

Q. 316. 1 Cor. XV. 40-44, 53. 

Q, 317, Luke xvi. 23 : And in hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 
lidzarus in his bosom. Matth. xvii. 3 : And behold, there 
appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 

Q. 318. Mark xiii. 32 : But of that day and that hour 
kno.weth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
, neither the Son, but the Father. 2 Cor. v. 10 : For we 
must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
Jude 6 : And the angels which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in ever- 
lasting chains, under darkness, unto the judgment of the 
great day. Gen. xviii. 25 : That be far from thee to do 
ftft^r this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked ; 
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Q. 319. What wtU he the refvard of the righteous P 
A, The King will say to. them on his right Jiand : 
Oome, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
Then will thej not only be free from all sin and sorrow, . 
bat enter on the enjoyment of perfect, never-ending 
happiness ; they will spend a blissfal eternity in near 
approach to God and the Lamb; whilst in the 
society of angels and the spirits of the just made 
perfect, they will forever glorify and enjoy the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. \ , 

Q. 320. WJiot will he the doom of the wicked f 
A. Having rejected the Divine counsel in regard 
to their salvation, and trodden under foot the Son of 
God, counting the blood of the covenant whereby 
they were sanctified an nnholy thing, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for them ; but the Judge will pro- 
nounce upon them the sentence : " Depart, ye ctursed, 

and that the nghteous should be as the wicked, that be 
far from thee. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? 

Q. 319. Mattb. xxv. 34 : Then shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. Mattn. x. 32 ; Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven. Heb. xii. 22, 23 : But ye are 
come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels. To the general assembly and church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 1 John iii. 2 : Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God ; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but 
we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; 
for we shall see him as he is. Rev. vii. 17 : For the Jjamb, 
which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
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into everlasting fire^ prepared for the devU and hU 
angels Then shall th^ wicked go away into ever- 
lasting punishmerU; and the righteous into life 
eternaU^ 

Q. 320. Matth. xxv. 4^, 42, 46 : Then shall fae say alse 
nnto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
And these shall j^o away into everlasting punishment; 
but the righteous into life eternal. Heb. x. 28, 29. 
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